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Online with the WPA

Kaep in touch with all of your WPA pyro (rends with the WPA Intormat a-mall Bst serer,
You can vew the pashs in two ways, "List Formal® or *Digest Format®, With list formal, you
will 288 avery messape posted o iha group as il & posted % the group. With diges! formal,
you gat @ single meszage at 5:30 pm PST contpining ail posis for that day. H you have an
a-mall account and ane not yel recehing messages from fellow club members, if's sasy to
gel staried. Send one of e boliowing e-mall messages toc list-adming@pyro.ceg

To recedse messages in lisl lormat, the message should be:
subscribe wpa-itsl youdemaln.com

To recelve messages in digest format, the message should be;
subscribe wpa-digost youE@domaln.com

{Im both cases, you should replace “youi@Edomain.com” with your eminl addmess. )

Instructions for Authors and Advartisers

The WPA Mewslatter i published quastery by the Waslom Pyrobchnic Associalion,
Mmmmﬂﬂmmwhmnnﬂﬂphﬂmmmathm
membars. Tha Hewsletier Sia8 will do thelr best to publish any masonably manuscript
submitted by WPA members. Electranic submission of manuscripts |s strongly profered.
Guidelnes for prepaning manscripts appear kn the frst lssue each year. I you have an
articha, pdvestisamant, or other information you wish lo submif o tha Newsleller, plaass
sand the rabedal o

Mike YWorkman

145918 Throa Oaks Court

Sarataga,
E-Mail: mékeipyro.ong
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From the WPA Board of Directors by Miko Wonkeman fan bakalf of tho BOD)

Daar WA Members:

The fast few wooks have been brying for most of us. As mony of you know olroady,
our recantly eledcted Vics Presidant, Greg Boyd, was arestod on August 27 for alleged
+ viotations Involving firsworks and firearms. Greg is & friend and soqualntance ko many
WPA mambers, and his amesl was a shock. Detalls of the case ane st being soriod o,
For cbvious reasons it ks best for Greg i the detais of the case weme nol discussed hom,
Nevarihaless, the Board fesls compaliod to tell & lew salient tacts: (1) Greg had a BATF
icanse, and (Z) Greg had what be believed was a legal, mobile, Class IV magazine in
Asizona, This magazine was moved scross the dver to his shop in Calilemita, which s
siuabed on & few acres of land with 8 warehouss for his car parts business.  The WPA
Board of Diractors, as wall as many of Grog's fiends both In and outsido tho WPA, has
baen intensoly focused on helping our elected VP, Grag has held up amasingly woll undaer
the circumstancas, but it wil ba exiremely cosily for him fo defend himsell. A fund was
theredors crealed (o assist Greg with his defense, Many of Greg's friends from 1he WS
have made substantial contributions. I you would Bk 1o join tham, checks payable to the
“Boyd Dwfensa Fund® can be mabked 1o

Boyd Defensea Fund

ol Harry Gilliam

16453 Ebemnozar Chirch Road
Found Hill, Virginda 20141

Many offer things have frandpined sinco our last rewslatier n July. A brief update is
providod balow:

Rosignation of Glenn Vedhanel as Treasurar

Cn July 18, 18689, the Board recolved a lefier of resighation fom Glenn Viodhanal, tha
WA Treasurer slected during the most recent Westemn Winter Blasl. Glenn's msignation
wais requested by the olther Board members on the provicus day, The reasons for this
raquest are oullined balow,

Crver the years Glern served the WPA In many ways, ranging from voluntoor assign-
meants i slocted posiSons.  During his lenwe as an olecied officer — including the ferm
b just regigred from - it appears that Glann arranged financinl reruneration fnom habsts
whare members slayed during our Westorn Winter Blast convenfans, Tha WPA has
signed coples of documents in which Glenn has agroed 1o recalve a fee or percentagn of
the recolpts from cortaén hotels used a8 accommodations by cur membaers. In af least two
cases, the fee was 10% and # was 1o be paid to Paragon Communicotions, & company
ownisd by Giann, Such anmangements arg quibe comman lor professional comventions, and
thoy ore an important fund-raising mechanism for some organizations, However, tharn
ana ra reconds indicating thad any of ihe funds generated by hotel commisaions were pald
bick lo tha club, Thie Board's perspactive of Glann’s poing of view s thal the hatel com-
Fissians wers Bir compansalion for hard work on hils parl.  However, tho WPA B & cub
of volunbeors where the officers willngly accept thelr responsibiities without componsa-
Eon unfoss componsation is opproved by o full vole of the Board, 11 is generally agroed
fhat Glenn wotked hard for tha club, bl hils appasent albampt to profil al the expense of
fodicw club membeds |8 inapproprala ke an officor rosporsible for club Nnances, Detalls
for renumeration from Glenn aee alill balng negolialed,

Kathy Balrd ks our nvw Troasu rer

Shortly aftor tha resignation of Glan Vodhanal, we received an offar from Kathy Baird
o sarva a8 Trassunar for the remaindar of {he year, Kathy ks an acoouniant wha ks qualiiad
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for the past af Treasurer, and her wilingneas to donate ima is greatly apprecialed. Pleaso
Join thir Board in ofaring Kathy any and all the suppod she nends,

Othar changes In the WPA Loadership

On Aasguest 25, 1989, Tom Grace iemporanly stappied down as Prasident of the WEA
by saiing Greg Boyd to assume the role of Prasident, Tom's decision was mothvabed by
personal heaith reasons, and B came less than 48 hours before an informant calied the
Heedies Police Department 1o report that Greg Boyd was a "Bomb Maker™, With Glann -
Vodhanel's resignation, Tom Grace's depariure and Grog Boyd's amest, the WPA Leader-
ship suManed what is prabably Hs greatest sethack avar, This bizarre tum of events caughl
averybody by surprise, but the club s recovering, The Board of Direcions has been reas-
samilded as fallows:

Greg Boyd {Acting President)

Mike Woronan [Asting Vice President)
Kaath Hupuf (Sacratary)

Kalhy Balrd {Treasurgr)

The Board's decision ko keep Greg Boyd a5 Acting President was mativated by two
reasong: (1) The dub can probably funclion without an active Presidant urtil Tom retums
(possibly by mid-Octaber) or unti the next election in February, and (2) the Board ks con-
vinced that Greg ls innocent of the ridiculous charges braught against him, end the dec-
slon b keep him in Bhis position for the time being is an excellant way 1o make this clear.

Cho-it By the Rhvar

This will b the Club's first non-WWE avenl, and Kief Adler has done a grea job put-
ling this event logether. Greg Bayd was also piaying & substartial role in the planning peo-
codd, 8nd it 5 his sbrong desire o have the event go forward as planned. Many aspocts of
“Do-i” ware impacied by the recent tum of events, bul the dedicaled paople Invehvad with
the planning for Do-It have risen (o the chabange. For those of you who will be forlunate
anough o attend “Do it By the River™, we look forward to headng from you.

From the WPA Secretary by Keath Naped!

Diesar membirs,

Almos! everyday, | recedve phone calla from members (both new and ofd) lo canfirm
their membership slalus. Even though membership appication forms weve recaived and
enterad inko the detabase, we have not had a chance to cash these checks yet due to
the ransfer of the accounting information. All chocks will ba going ta the bank by the time
ol read this keifer and also you will recehve the new memborship package and the Do
package bafore The avant, We are sarry for the delay and we ane cumently working hard
Io catch up, Please ba paant and don't make siop payment yetll Thanks.

From the Mewsletter Staff

As final touches were baing added {o this newsletier, the Newsietter Stall was informad
that mn wrticle might be svaillable from Gog Boyd about the PG Convenlion. This was
good rawa because the S3a tied hard to get somathing from Greg; i was somaihing he
wantod o do. Unfortunately, numerous factons make it necessary to move forward without
Greg's arlicle, Wa will lsok tareard 1o pringing | In tho next rewsleBor,

]



A Call for Action and Nominations by Frank J. Faber

) wag cpening e ald fles from Winter Blasts Past.. and had o Sash back o
Winter Biast | and Winler Blast .. | remembar the anorgy so many poopls pul
info the associmtion and fhe sbsolute fenry of excilerment aboul our st Binat st
Mesgulle and the Gt Biesd (nomaercally the WWE ) bo be held af Lake Havesa
City. | recallad the efors of s¢ many people... Wow! What 8 Cowniryl Whal
o0 Organization!! I seoms now thal OUR organizalion is caught up on I fpe
of mciivilins ifval wo swore we would never sl sccur._ ™

Thess worts were printed in an open lethsr fo the WPA from Ron Dixon in Sepbamber
of 1888, They are as cogend today as they were thres yaars ago. The WPA Is al a cross-
rasds. s membanhip has grown dramabically over the past several years, bringing both
increased revenues and a diverse pool of talenied individuals, bul the Associalion tsalf s
resaling from years of Inaffective leadership and a general lack of vislon. The WPA has ihe
resoiaces and talent to be a truly first-class ompanization, bud it Is doomaed to fall mnd hurl
bodh the firewosrks profession and hobby if it remaling on 88 curand path.

Hnnnmm‘smmmmmﬁmdﬂmh1mmmm“1mnmm
erasure nnd wipa the board clean; make & list of who is willing lo do what; snd & ilst of
what nesads (o be dons...” The membership largely ignoned hés call to aems, bul | cannct
do 50 for much longer. Lie @ or not, the WPA Is a dysfunctional crganization with a
rumber of nontrivial problems, and it has very lithe chance of overcoming thess problams
wilhoud Inpued ard cooperation from s membes.

What can the membarship do? The answer is really quite simpie; promise io do
one thing o year thal will move the Association forvard. For most mambers, most of tha
trne, [his reguires very lithe elart. In fad, every mambor of the WPA eould make o major
conirindion o the Assaciaton by simply abeying the common-sense salety nibes af the
Winter Blast overy year and coaperating wilh the dedicated Indhviduala who
vilunbes as salsly officers. For other members, 8 limited lour of duty os an officer of
the Association might be more appropriate and rewarding, If you have a few spane hours
every woek, o decont personal compuler and compuision o stay organtzed, then you
claady have everything necessary i be a termifc Sacretary. Il you also hove accounting
skils, you obwviously have whal i lakes to be Treasurer. If you are a natural leader with an
abiity ko got things done - sspecialy the “important bul nat urgent” things that really make
a differance over e - you scund ke the kind of President and Vice Prasidend the WPA
neads,

As the Winler Blast approaches and you make plans for traved, the public display or
the many of other activites i the Winter Blast every year, it would bo especialy helpful
If you siso made plans for the selection of WPA officers al the annual busingss meeting.
mmwmmu-mmﬂmmump:mp
tion 8! the business mesting. Make it clear thal you cnly wani them io become an officer
if they aro wiling and abie 1o work with the other officers on a regular basis to develop a
reasonable sat of shon-term and lang-teem goals for the Assacialion, a realistic plan for
achieving thesa goals and a feedback mechanism for interacting with the mambenship.
Insist that your candidate prepare an arlicle for the next newsletier ouliining the reasons
for thelr inlerest in sendng the oub and the things they would ke 1o sccomplish. And
plaass nobe: if pour polential namines iy umwiiling fo commundcate this informoiion io tha
mpmbars, the WEA Iz boftor off wilfraid this parson sendng os an officer,

The WPA has had a number of dedicated and capabla peopls sarve ns officers since
itz creation, but in recand years it has been unable to copa with Importand |ssves because
it has bpen unabie to idoniify and elect a cohesive group of pyrosnthusiasls who can
manags an organization of 600+ membaers with the same a1 and anthuslosm s i takes
b maka & 12° Kamuro Shell. This situalion must change soon.

Stupid Things Said to the Fire Marshall complivd by the Newslotior Staif

A saries of ecent posts on e WPA It eender debaled whethar light articles, such as
“Ten Things Not to Say o the Fire Marshall®, were appropriate for the newsletier, Mosi
peaple polled by the Newsletier Stalf believe that they are. In faci, af beast two WPA
mambars happen 1o be 8 Fire Marshall of Fire Chiel, and they enjoyed the “Ten Things
Mot o Say ta the Fire Marshall™ when It appeared in a neEwsletier, The Newsbotber '
Slaf has wodked hard b9 astemble the following ist, #Mhuﬂamhumtmuhw
things have actually baen sakd ko a Fine Marshall:

Do you guys REALLY sH amund tha fire house and play checkers ol day?
| MEANT o shool pan of the finale frst. | thought it would be 8 good opanar.
Do you heve & makch?

I dan't need 1o check the guns. | kepd irack during tha show, and | knew
thery all want off,

H showidnt have dona THAT,

Wia'via dond Bad effect 50 times and it never sed firo 1o the siage bedors,
Wa'rn nod required to heve placarnds if wa travel less than 50 miles,

Don'l forgal... I thers is a firs, I'm $1ll in charge hera.

s choay. | do it THIS WAY all the tirms,

MY DY Let's sea YOLUR D,

I dhon't think you kno whal youw'ne Lalking aboul,

H you woridd harve loff us alone, this problesn never would have happened,

Sure, you can park your car thena, (This was sald beforn the Fire Marshalls
car was sof ablaze during & paformance.)

Workman's Comp Corner
Fenturmd in [fs lssue: Sheve Madials Paran Pupla

by Mike Weoykrnan

W ail iy 1o fined formulas thal imprcvie Bie brighiness and purity of our colored siars,
When | first started, | had the best luck with black (Le., biind) stars, Getting a nice, bright
purple hias sways been a chaliange. Some formulas ame loo pink; obhers ang foo blue,
Adjustments in the oolor are not difficut 1o schisve, but brighiness is oflen compromised,
Sama af my purple-tailed Willow shells 8t Fargo used o punple formulation that | got from
Steve Majdall, His formula tends to be on the blue side ef purple, but it is bright, clear and
VEFY NiCE.

PARLON PURPLE =¥, 5, Majdall

potassium perchiorats 50 (pars by w)
slronbium nitrats ]

coppar axkde (Hacsk) 13

parkan 15
magnalium (3050, 200 mesh) 3
red gum 7
dhautrin 4

The rafio of stronBum nitroke io copper oxide determines the coler of the siar, Fora
star whilch i & bit more med, ncfease the amount of stronfum nitrete and decreass Be
amount of copper gxide proporionately. Thess stam roll very nicely, Priméng shoud ba
dafvd i bao Elepa: first with a 1:1 michene of star comp/Chysanthemum B, then with an
cuter layer of Chysanthemum 6.



Attention Pyroanthusiasts
in San Diego, Riverside and Imperial Counties:

A groug of WPA membars from the San Diege Section 8 planning fo do what pymo
 clubs are supposed to doc get togather an a regular basis 1o talk about pyra, learn about
pyro and probably practics what they leam. The next mesting is already being organized,
I you live in San Dlego, Riverskde or kmpadal Countles, than you ame probably close
encugh to participate in this group’s acthities on a regular basls. If you are & WPAmember
in good standing, over 16 years of age and interested in intaracting with fallow pyros from
the San Diego Secticn, please send a briad lefer describing your level of pyro knowledge
afiong with &4 slamped (13 cents), self-addressed, business-slzed envelops io the address
shirem bl

P.O. Box 181
Imperial, CA 92251

Do It by the River by Kied Adder

For those of you who have been ignoring the maill and the WPA-LIst, Do it by the
River, the first legally sancfoned event blossed by the Board of Direclors in addition o
Winlerbiasl, will be hedd &1 the Avi Resor and Casine on Friday and Saturday, October 22
and 23, 1998, "Do I k3 8 hands-on pyne leaming esperdence where follow membars will
b abls b0 beam the pyro arts from the masters whose names appear balove, |n addition
Io & fine armay of seminars, membsers wil also be able to purchase Class G fineworks tham
Gary Lilich of Flash Fireworks [contact Gany &l 316-788-5801 for a list of Hems and 1o
pre-order product) and purchase the chems you need 1o slan your own pyTo hobly from
Firalox { 208-237-1976 for pra-ordars and information). Open shooting wil begin at 5 pm
arvd end 88 midnaght each night: that's 14 howrs ol smoke smeling] Greal holel reoms an
awafable o the WPA for §1T/night on 'Wed and Thurs and $35 for Friday and Saturday.
Tha Avi has & 24 hour coffes shop, Baskin Robbing and Subway stores, and & git ehop.
Butlet meaals ane also evailable. FREE colfes sach moming in the casing, Food and drink
will b pwallabde cn sibe as wall. (Would you befieve our can, personal, Loulslana chel will
ba dishing out evarything from burgors ta |ambalaya?) Thers is 8 poal and spa in sddEion
o the baach area along the fver. A recenlly opened Kid's Quest s a suparvised site o
drop the kiddies for 8 whits. Cheap (7] gas s avalable of the Texaco stafion in the park-
ing kot but don't confise tha tibal freworks shop with our ewn vending or you'll go broke

PLEASE check in &l product to the main magazine upon registering. (See the map
on page 10 for directions.) REMEMBER that eye protection, lang pants, long sleaved shirt
and diosad tosd shoes will be required In &% areas (B and C). Hard hats will be requinod
in class B areas and hard hals or caps ame suggested in class ©. Let's have fun bul siay
green doing sa.

| am accepling labs registrafions, BUT MO ON SITE REGISTRATIONS, for tha same
535 fea, possibly withoul a T-shirl. Pleasa call bafom sending In your doliars.

| ook borward to seeing you all 81 Do (8 by the Riverd Last minules questions? Late or

Saturday arivals? Didn'i receive 2 confimation by poest or e-mad, call me beloms 9 pm al
B16-201-8605 or e-mail 1o KiehFpyro.ong.

Schedule for Do It By the River

Thursday, October 21, 1999

Time Activity

P00 =7 Sel-up mii] we're dose.
Il you volunteered io help, meet by the
enirasce gaie in he Do [ rone.

o = 5 0 Early registration al the endry gaie

Friday, October 22, 1999

Time Activity

1080 — 100 Begistration sl 1he eniry gaie

11:080 Seminar leaders mecting ol ihe seminar
anea

1:00 - 200 Precision Timing Elements (45 min) Frask Feber

2:040 - 3:30 Round Sear Rofting Warkshop (1 hrj Cieegp Materna

3:30 - 5:00 Fountaing snd Wheels Workshop (1 be) | Kun Medlin

5oy - 5:18 MAMDATORY kick_off meeting and
cxpenmental pumplin s an g
bleachers for alll participants

515 11:00 | Class € and Chemical Vending

5:15 - midnight | OPEN SHOOTING

Saturday, October 23, 1999

Time Actvily

T30 - 1330 Rocket Workshops Sieve Majdali

& Burt Medlim

12:30 - 200 | Lunch Beeak

2:00 - £:00 3" or 4" Shell Building Workshop THA

S:000 ~ | 1:00 Class  and Chemical Vending

5:00 - midnight | OPEN SHOOTING

Sunday, Oclober 24, 1999

| Time Agtivily

"M -1 Clean up and pack up
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The AVl appears as a triangle on the right.

A Map of the Do-It By the River Site.

FIREFOK ENTERPRISES

We are your complete source for all
pyrotechnic special effects, fireworks and
rocketry supplies. Come in and see us or visit
our web site at. http:/iwww.firefox-fx.com

ARE YOU GOING TO DO IT BY THE RIVER?
We Arell Order now for free delivery!
Firefox Enterprises, Inc.

P.O. Box 5366, Pocatello, ID 83202

Phonel/Fax: (208) 237-1976
E-mail: custservi@firefox-fx.com

S —
FREE DELIVERY TO DO-IT

FLASH! FIREWORKS

Need a lot of one item?
Special advance order discount.
Class C [1.4G] order deadline October 11
[ATF license required on all Class B (1.3G) orders]

Gary Lillich, Flash! Fireworks

14 Madapalla Court, Derby, KS 67037-9516

Off Season Office: 316-788-5801 (ph); 316-788-5869 (fax)
Warehouse: 785-734-2464 (ph); 785-734-2299 (fax)

E-mail: flashfw@yahoo.com or flash1fw@aol.com
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Lagal First-Aid for the Hobbyist by K. L. Kosanke

This arlicly i3 8 rovised version of an arlicl thet firsl appeaned in
American Fireworks News (Mo. 178, July 1696),

Just a few momants ago | Fhished writing an another afdayi for another atlseney
reprageniing yel ancther fingworks hobbyisl. Once sgadn, the facts of this case and lis
rosult sadly polnts oul the need far botter IndomaaSan and graater awareness among hob-
byis! experimaniers. Al the momeant | do nol have ime o give the subject 1he full aftenticn
it desarves, but the subject has bean addressed in past artices by myself and othars. For
this artica, | will only cutline n fow of the mone impartant poinis. (However, nots that | am
not a lwyer and thase are orly my parsonal opinkons. )

1} Myou are a hobbyist expesimentar, you should have in your possassion, a copy of
Infeemnation documenting the Bureau of Alcohel, Tobacoo and Firearm's (BATF's)
position that In most cases a federad oonse is not requined for hobbyists. This is
b&mmmmwmsMTquﬂmmmqluHMamﬁ
tha relevant page from tha BATF's Exploaives Mewsiether, 1o anyons sending me
"EAE'EI]

2] Just because you may not nead & federal icense doos not mean that you do nol
ried bo e your pyrolochnic composiliens and compleled Breworks devices
properly In @ magazine. However, It Is sasler and chaaper 1o do than you might
think. Soma matal gun cabinets, avalable for about $100, mee! all the requine-
manis for an indaor Typa 4 magazing. (An indoor magazing contalning up ba 50
pounis nel weight of explosies can bo placed in any building that s nol & resl-
dence.} Some metal corstruction-gile tool cribs, avallable Tor aboul 5259, meat
8l the requiresments for an culdoor Type 4 magazing exoopl for the addition of a
non-5Rparking frlerior,

J) The BATF has tanken the pos®on that there is a requiremant to have a BATE
licensa i you transport your matedals across a state line; howsver, & Lisar-Lin-
fted parmll s all thal is requined.

4} Just because you may nod noad a federal license doas not mean thal you do not
naed @ slate Feansa. (However, in sevoral slates thal is easier and cheaper o gel
than you might think.} Also, do nol be naive encugh 1o beliave that memborship
ina wm%ﬂmm Ny special considaration i you rum atoul
of the

5) Oflen it ks a minor acckdent or 8 nenvous nelghbor that draws the aflention of law
enforcement officials, Thus, being extremely safe and not conducting yourself
in 8 manner thal raisas conoom with nelghbors is essential, (i you do not have
the requisiie safety knowiedge, you should not be working in pyrotechnics. Note
that introduciory pyro-chemistry and safely seminars are often part of the pro-
gram al fireworks organization conventions. John teaches an exsellent
waeh-long Chemisiny of Pyrotechnics and Explosives course in Maryland each
Summar, Also B couple of limes each year Bonnle and | teach a 3-day Pyrobech-
nic Chamisiny course with &t least one held somewhone in the US.)

6] Do not rely upon the lew enforcemant officer to be able to propaerly idaenlify fire-
works [lems a8 belng merely fireworks (and not 8 bamd or incendiary dovice).
It seams thal when you are trained B laok for bombs, many things will look ke
bamibs to you.

71 Many hobby expenmantars may not be fully compliant in the following areas:
&ldde or local regulations, andangemment of neighbors (or yow cen minar chil-
dren], impropar slorage, improper use of Areworks, ele. You nood io kdentify and

eliminate these polentlal compliance problems BEFORE pursuing your acthvi-
Has.
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B) In most instances, when a hobbyist has a legal probiem, the proseculion will
chorgs them with just about avanything they can pessibly tink of, even If here is
essentally no chance of winring on all of the charges. [Sometimes | think this ks
dane infentionaly to put you in the mood fo accept thelr version of an appropriate
plaa bargain. )

B} Wyou do find yoursall needing a lawyer, seek advice an whom o hire befors achu-
ally hiring the criminal defense atiomey thal wil represent you in court; hey ang
neot all equaly skifed or weil molivalad. (This i not ahways sasy advics i follow;
thare seams to ba samething about sitting in a jad call thal creates a powariul
sense of urpancy. )

100 Do mod pay an attomey o fued price for a package of his services. You will nesd
i eslablish & trus! account o guarantes payment of the attormay, but drews on
this nccount should be macde as the individual services are perarmed, This will
heip keap the attomey’s Inferest whers B befongs, on you and net on wiapging
hings up with as lithe work as possible,

1) Atrinl will b very expansive, will put you and your family theough bell for many
manths (preparation and blal), and ls & crag-shoot with no guaraniees, Do not
accept 8 bad plea bargain, but do not be oo idealistic efthar,

12) i you do decide A Is in your best inferest to plead guilty, try 1o only plead guilty to
only thase Bhings for which you aclually are guily (making fireworks, endanger.
mant, Amproper starage, . ). (Your slomey should get good advice eady in the
process, it is falry likely Bal this will ba the fist fireworks or pyrolechnics cass
the altorney has worked on. A mislake or missed opportunity may be cosly to
you, ard usually thers is no second chance. )

13) I you do plead guilty to & felony, by ko got deforred santancing (called various
Things in different stales) as part of the plea bargain, This will mean thal your
Tedony conviction will be eiminated and 8l records of your conviction will be
sealed 8 the complation of your sentence.

14} If you do have 1o serve some time in jal, iry 1o get work refease 0s padt of the plea
bargain, This wik allow you 1o keep your job (in the unlikely avent your amgployer
;TMMMML!MMHMWMWmem
thwm.m%ﬂtﬂ:unmm‘m%-wﬁmﬂmﬂu

embarassing and VERY expensive. Al most it will cast B senious shadow ower the real of
your iifa. The habbyist-exparimenter should not be so foolish as to think: these problems
will nat happen io him; thal because he persanally fesls that Aroworks laws are unjust, he
has: a right ko ignore them; or that afer he gets in trouble, there will be some magic cure
that wil get him off, In recent years | have assistod one of two hobbyists per vear: in mos!
cases it has been a indy sad exparience, Sad, because, for the most part, thase hawve bean
good honest peaple who end up paying a termrible price for thelr habby, PLEASE, take the
sbeps NOW 1o conduct your activities lngally and safedy,

chtmhiru:piuufﬂ.ﬁTFhfmﬂunMuEﬁﬁE;m bé sent fo:

Kan Kosanke
PyroLabs, ing,
1775 Blair Riosd

Whilewater, CO B1527
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Treasurer's Report by Glonn Voohano

This meporf was submifted by Glemn Vodianel on July 28, 19889, shorly aller
hiz rosipgnabion ag WEA Treastrar  Excepl v minor adWornd changos thad warg
necessary fo prodece aa arficle wilh 8 fvmad companable i the oifar arfickas in
e pawsleltar, Dug repor has bean pubishad "as is" Ed,

Since the lnst issue of the WPA newsletier, B great deal has besen accomplished:
» Recondillation of all bank stabements

» Review of all accourling transactions.

» Complelion and submission of our 1939 Shorl Yoar Foderal Tax Biing.

* Submission of cur non-profil application o the Slale of Califomla

* Racaipt of returns from our CPA and review of returns Tor filing.

> Requesl, complete and submit applcation far WP mambarship inlo the APA.
* Oblain non-profit awdit recommendations

Az of 331780, wa have $18)042.18 in essocialion hunds. With the 1953 siaiwmant
complaled (ses facing pags), thess lems ramain:

* fosait Californfa non-profit status lefier.

* Lipon receipt of states latter, have GPA prapare Californéa tax refurns
* Requast $800 refund from state of Califemila

* Present solicied non-profit audit recommandalions.

¥ Ensuna assoctation fnances easly pass aud® muster,

> Solich sudil aarvicas,

The Erancial stalament shawn on the Bcing page was based entirely from bank state-
mants. Thizs ensures that should anyone desire answars Thaose answers e neadiy and
complately avallable, The sccounting bs being done via Cuickbooks™ and the crganiza-
tion of Ehe chaet of scoounts as well as the designation of individual accounts was deskgned
to faciitate preparation of the te rebumns,

The WPA Troasurer's pasition has requined much mone enargy than | enticipated. in
less than Tour months, the finandal stabements for 1/98-1298 and for 1758-2%98 have bean
prepared, presenled and submilted 1o the IRS. While maintaining the viability and hoalih
of our assoclation as well as of other pyrotechni asscciations s very imporant (o me, I
have had lo reassass my workloads and priceities. MNow that the books have baen onga-
rired, are up fo dabe and after much thoughl, | have coma to the declsion thal dus 1o
personal and busimess conflicts, | ean no longer devola the time & energy necessary o
sarve B3 Treaswrer, Glven the impartance of quality accounting as well as mporlance
of timady Slate and Federal Mings, | might Suggest retaining an independent accounding
professional. This might make it easier for the board o concenbrate on guiding the WRA,
to achieve ihe purposes for which it wes established,
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Below is the Western Pyrotechnic Association Inc. financial statemant
for the short year baginning 1/1/99 and ending 3/31/99.

COirdinary IncomalExpanse

Income
Irinresi income a
Dues & Assessmants 10,804
Mamber Reqgistrasian 63,301
Rafunds 23z

Totad Incame T4, 138

Convention Expense

AdvertisingPrometion 1,303
Biadgs Holders L anyards Eic 3,381
Dispday 20,144
Room Comps 1,860 i
Shirts, Mugs, Pins 2,952
Insuranca-Display Liability 3,900
Licenses and Permiis 100
MedicaliSatoty =41
Miscallaneous 1,060
Registrathon Supplas 1.474
Communications Reniais 1,578
Convenilion SHeds] Rentaly 1,400
Seminars 3,73
Sils Pregaration 1.196
Suppor Sendces 2851
Viendor indrasiraciure 520
Tents, Tabies, Chalrs, Etc 553
Transparation 1,562
Sncunity 3102

Tolal Convention 50,402

General Cperations Expanss
Advertising/Promalicn 1,607
Bank Service Charges 20
Tadaphona 23
Deduciible Incurmed BiT
Liability-D&0 1,000
Mscallaneous 104
Oiffce Supplies 286
Accouriting 500
Caorparation Filing Fea TE
State 8ER

Tolal General Cperalions s.0a7
Pestage and Dallvery ¥

Tolal Expanse 64,906

Met Incoma 8232
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NELLNER'S
‘i { FIREWORNS WEST

winter ¢ NOW OPEN IN DEMING, NEW
BLAST 3 MEXICO, HAS EVERYTHING YOU
NEED TO BE PYROTECHNICALLY
PREPARED. WE CARRY ¢ T
A COMPLETE LINE OF ;
CONSUMER, (CLASS C, 1.46)
DISPLAY (CLASS B, 1.3G)
AND PROXIMATE PRODUCTS.

W BuK PaCKED ARTIUCRY sHEUS

GREATPOR o [BYTHECASE OF 288 PIECES PER CASE
D ® L75°BALLSNELS

e L75" CYLNDER SHELLS
Re 2" DOUBLE BREAKS (PEANUTS)

7 {ﬁ 1.75" HDPE MORTARS NOW AVAILABLE
e S O

FREE
DELIVERY

FAVORITE TO CONTACT US i_
CAKES OF PHONE

THE MONTH i, 508-844.3608 i
4TH nrn*# i’ SR !Mﬁ:‘rﬁfgmnmau i,
spEcTacAR 3 8 B B B B B B &

WWE X1 Update

As the newslelter goes bo the copy sendce, plans for the Winter Blast are moving
forward nicely. The Mewsletier Siaff has boon informed that e avent will be held 8t Lake
Havasu Clty and that the dales are the same as always - Friday, Saturday and Sunday
of Presigants Day wegkend, Many datalls have yed fo be finalizod, ncluding the possiti.
Ey that the event will begin a day earier {l.e., Thursday). Information about the Winlar
Blast will by sond soparalely when plans ane inalized, B you have any questions about the
Winter Blast, please conlact the WPA Secretary.

Some Advice for Beginners by Frank J. Faher

This arficle is & revised versian of 8 massage poshed an fhe WEA st sarar in
March of 1858, ¥ was wiitlan in responss to ancther WPA membor's reguas? for
a lixt of the Yop 10 pyro chomicals overy beginner pymo showd have fo bulld some
simple sholfourdaing ale...”

Hhaaght thiaf | would offer a fow suggestions Tor beglnners.

Step 1: Gtart a Bbrary of highly regarded books about pyralsshnics and skt ropd-
ing. 1 have not read thi book by Pesigiin, but | have heard good hings from many
pecple (and inflatising things from the wsual colleclion of whiners), The olher
books suggested by THH are all excallort and vory useful for beginners, | would
also add Bleser's book on Round Stars and Shels and the two Pyrodechinica
lxpus with aficles about cylinder shakis (Le., 8 and X1 Much of the Info in
thase sources will ba well beyond a beginnoe, but thal's tha paint. 1t i imporant
o read as much as possible 10 leam the fundamentals the easy way rather than
wasting lime and maney by making well-known mistakes, Raading will also allow
Beginners to idantify and avoid well-known hazards (a.g., chiorabs and sulfurk

Step 2: Establish a network of *pyro-buddies™ wha can answer your questians, pro-
wide helpful suggastions and generally steer you in the comect directicn.  Cur
cralt is & craff we learn from others. A pyro-buddy can also make it easier o
lzanlity suppliers of chemicals and olher essentials.

Sep 3 Get 8 good permanent noteboak (e.9., composition book or kab notabook)
far keaping frack of what you d&d and how you did if, and what worked and whal
i,

Stap 4: Chamicals and other supplies. ..

1. Commarcial black powder for B9,

2. Commarcial fima fusa (Chinese or Japanese)

3. paotassium nitrabe (KNO,)

4, potassium perchiombe (KCIO,)

5. sulfur

§. charcoal {can ba made as indicaled in the kst WPA newslatber)
7. dexirin jean be made from comstarch - sea below)

8. wheat pasie (can ba made from Bour - soe bebow)

B. ferrotanium, Wankm of ferroaluminum (all -60 mesh or comparable)
10, sluminim powder (12 micron alomized)

11, red ron aida (Fa,0,), sodium blcorbonate (kaking soda)

12, badc acid

13, gum arabic
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A few commants abou! each of the Rema an my list:
1. Commarcial back powder for B8 At the dsk of lgniing & Sreslorm of probest

from pecple who make their own Iift, | strongly encowrage beginners to idenlify
a reliable sounce of commaercial It powder. [Cannon powder iz a nica general
purpcss blackpowdas  youw only want bo purchase a single kind of black powdar.)
Lat's nod kid argund hare, oné of the bast things a baginnar can do is l&am how
io reliably get a device out of it mortar and io s proper allilude every time.
The only praciical way for & beginner i do Bis |5 o stick with commaencial lift
powder. Besides, commerdial powder isn'l thal much mone axpensive than the
ingredients used io make It (assuming a beginmer |s purchasing small quanities
of ehamicals from one of the standard pyroreladiers), and & one-pound can will iR
8 lol of comals or small shells, | is often diffiouit for beginners io locate a local
supplier of blackpowder, but this i tirs well spenl.

2. Cammercial ima fusa (Chinese or Japanesa) Chinesa time fuse burns slightly

iastar (2.2 sefin] than Jap fuse (3 secin), but both work well. Some beginners
might be inclined io shy away fram Chinese fuss bacauss of negative comments
in somse pyre Berabure and &1 least one video, Howaver, | have not hesnd of
ary recent probliems with Chinese fuse, and | have seen many yands of it work
without o proflem.

3,4 and 5 KNO,, KEIO, and 5 KRO, and KCIO, are the two most widedy used ood-

dizers in fireworks. KNO, can be used fo make malch, poivercne, spider comps
and gifled, KOO, e8n ba used with KO, o make a reascnaile powdar for burst,
MPmmmﬂlmdFMB’mﬂntﬂiﬂwlﬁ'ﬂmhﬂmhy
(35 KCID,, 38 KMOy, 24 charcoal, 6 dextin) makes & decan bursling posder
for Italian shelis when mada up ke 454 polverone and shoved fo remove fines.)
KGIC, can also be used o make colored slars as a beginner gains experiance.
H:t.‘.h'} is probably best obiained from & pyroredailer. The same goas for KNO,
and 5. The lather two are & litthe pricey compared to the cheap agriculture-grade
stuff that many people like b use, but (he quality is good and you can limil your
storage problems by purchasing 1 of 5 B ubs rather than 25 or 50 Ib bags.
| STROMGLY DISCOURAGE THE USE OF CHLORATES BY BEGINNERS.

Ing poresr of dark broen dasdrin, which | made by accdent ane day, ks impres-
sive. Mobe: This procedurs genavates an acrid odor that some people (eg., your
spouse’) might nal like.

Commarcial whaat walpaper pacie s somefmes hard to find, but homemada
pasts is another easy thing 1o make, (fca provided & procedure in one of his
"Technigue of Fire” books, and | have maodified i to avold lumps: Bring 9 cups of
water to 8 roling boll, In a blender, add threa cups of waler followed by 2 cups
of all-purpose four, Cudckly put the cover on the blender and siart the blender
of o medium selng. Aler aboud 20-30 seconds, stop the blander. (Thiz wil
rolpase @ srange alr bubbie that seems to form In Ghe Bowr midbure.) Star the
blendar again, and then mix for ancther 30 seconds while using & speon io cane-
Tully disldpa amy wel fiour clinging to the blender's conlaines. Culckly add the
fiour méxbure bo the boBing waler and immediaiely start o stir the hot misure with
an glechic colo mixor. As | comas (o a bel, reduce the baal. 53 for anclher
frinube then luim olf ha hoad and slir for another minele. [This avalds having the
bettoums bum or eook moch mane than the rest) Covor the pot and el it aside 1o
ool for sevaral hours, Pasbe prepaned i thes mannier will spod within 2 coupla of
darys in wanhm weatharn, bl its pot-ife con be extendad by adding a small amount
of banke sehld o saboyfic achl.

8. Femctitankim, Tiankim, Forroalieninum: Motal pewders thal produce pleasing

affects when added io simple charcoal mixes, A greal way o create dilerent
offects without making major cleanges 1o tha routine,

10, Aluminum poader; 12 mioon atomized 3 8 good general pupose Al that s

usedul for making many funclional gitler comps = ancther nice effect for bagin-
ners with a limited supply of chamicals, inckiding KNO,, 3 and chamoal

1. Fl!ﬂ,ﬂhlblmmﬂnda. Twao of many deday agenis that can e vsed b maks

glitter comps, Winokw's #23, 25 and 26 afe [hres glitter formulas ihal work rea-
sonably well with only KO, 5, charcoal, and Al. 18m sune olher WPA membens
can sugpest Smilar glifler comps that wark even bether,

12, Boric acld; Used as preservative for paste and as a bulfer in glitler mixes

Crarahas fine far Bt this milial BRGEE
are parfectly axpasisnced pymos, PO Rormag 13, Gum arable: An excelisnd binder for making biackmatch,

of confusing chioraba with parchicrale or niirate are foo greal. Gesldes, begin-
ners don’ nead chiorale fo get decant resulls, Untl @ person has developed a
giead knowhadge of pyro amd has estabdshed the work and recond-keaping habits
necessany o aveid problems with chiorate, it is & good kdea 1o avold chiorates
allogether.

6: Charcoal: Everybody seems o have sirong opinions: about this ona, bul begin.
nievs hawe lots of things to leam and a very slasp laaming curve. |would suggesi
thary loave the fire it and consldarabia mess of charceal making for anathar dary
and atick with commesclal alr-foat charcoal,

7. Deutin |5 easy 1o make from comatarch. I you factor in the cost of rumning
your oven, homamade dextin made from fop of tha fne comstarch mighd ba
mane expanshos than commarclal dexdrine Howeves, comstanch is chaap when
purchasad from restaraunt supply houses, i's absvarys avallable lecally on aho
natice, and it can be stored practically amwhane, A shor article in AFN (#1581, pg
7, 1984) provided a recipe from Milch Piatt: 1 Ib of high-quality pute cofm skanch
spread evenly in 12 x 14" baking pan; bake st 400 deg for 75 min, sliming every
25 min; afar coofing, sbeve through 30 mash screen, “Mitch's mssarch and
testing showad this product to bo the exact quality of commearncial dexirin,” If
you bake for longar, the binding power of your destrin ihcreases, |n fact, the bind-
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Step 5. Leam how 1o make Mackmatchiquickmatch

Step 6. Leam how o make small comets (8.9, Chrysanthamum &6 with and
without FelTi, T, FelAl; glither)

Slep 7. Leam how lo make polverone

Siop 8. Leam how 1o make 37 oyfinder shalls (out or pumped glitter or charcoal
siars wilh changing relay as burst)

I'was going bo provida o few mam comments sboul Sleps 5-8, bul this massago
s aiready loo long... | anolhr WPA momber wands o plck up whers | lok off,
pleasne fnad froa,

Baginnars noed reguivr achvico fom mon oxparianced members, mod 8 regulir seres of
arficlas for baginners woldld bo vary boiphd,  The Mewsletler SieT hopos tal othor mem-
bers will indeed plck up whore e adlor o8 off above, Ed.




