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Haolding own elections

The members of the Board of
Directors of the WPA would like to
extend their sincere condolences to
any of our members who experienced
a loss following the tragic events of
September 11, 2001.

Our thoughts are with you, as are the
thoughts of the entire world.

From the President By Kief Adler

Welcome and a Happy New Year to you alll With the holiday's Behind us, |
arm looking forward to anciher long, fireworks laden weekend in Lake Havasy with all
of my pyro friends, Once again, many of your fellow members have spent much of
the last year preparing for this year's Winter Blast and | ¢can promise you one hell of a
show. Don't miss Winter Blast 2002

For those of you lucky enaugh to attend Do It #3, you were part of our big-
gest Do Itever, From the seminars to the Afterglows, everything went off as prom-
tsed. We owe a world of thanks to Dimitrd Timohovich and Joe Pleffer, Do Itfs co-
chairs, as well a3 a host of others who should be Bsted elsewhers in this newsletier,
Yeurs truly was presented with a beautiful plaque for getting Do it off the grownd, but
I would be remiss in accepting It withou! acknowledging Greg Boyd for laying the
greundwork for the event with his pre-Do | *Pow Wow, Hard to believe that three of
these great events are already behind us! Add the third weekend in October o YL
vatation calendars and join us (his year.

Eleclions are coming up, once again, in February, Kathy Baird, who
steppad in upon the resignation of our last ireasurer will not ba running again. Kathy
has done &n incredible job over the past 3 years and will be missed by all of us on
m& Bﬁrsﬂ SL:::H leaving mgrﬁhm to fill but, I'm sure that one of you can fill

2im o open positon this is mine. Although many of have
i ba run for another term as Pmar&::: I can honestly say that | hmﬂnl ﬁ.ﬁm
up my mind. | appraciate the overwhalming support that | have enjoyed for the past
two years, but B may be time for me o take a break. Alhough | have enjoyed my
years as your President and love being part of the Board, | find mysalf torm on many
Issues that the club faces and need 1o see these resclved before making my deci-
sion. Regardiess of my final decision, | welcoma the challenge of ancther candidate
for President and hope that there will be at least onel

Confinved on page 6.



Presidents Letter Continued from Page 5

Oina yaar ago | whota ®...| am amazed by the hours of lime it takes to halp mn this organi-
zation. Mol just my fime, bul the entire Board of Directors, the countless volunteers for
Do It and Wintar Blast , afl come togelhar with ane goal i mind,; (he dedicalion (o help
make this one of tha baest pyro clubs in the world. Volumieering doesn have to maan
piving up your fun al Winlerblast or Do It either. Two hours of volunteering for safely duly
helps us keep things running smaothly and paces yow on tha front lines, smelling smoke
with the rest of your fends. Remember this when you are asked 1o volumeer & few
hours. You might be giving up bwo hours but the rest of us ane giving up one hundred
limas that so that you can enjoy yoursef. I'm happy to ghee of my time. Al | as% in raturn
i that you give @ ke of yours back to the club so that all of us can enjoy a good Eme.”
Thesa words siill ring irue and is the primary problem that | see with our club: too few of
g are willing 10 run the show. | want o remind all of youw that it takes give and take o
maxka any relalicnship work, and the relaticnship of tha mamber {0 the club lakes the
same commitmant. If each of you atlending a club event were to give us two hours of
yaur time, wir would have mone volunbeers than shifis] This is YOUR club as well as
mine. Give a Httle, get a lot more. Maybe this should be the thame for next year's Blast.
| ook forwand fo sesing all of you in Lake Havasu! Meanwhila, stay green,
Kief Adler

Vice Presidents Letter By: Don Oesterle

Groatings:

| hop evarybody has recoverad from his or har holiday calebrations, and that eveny-
body's holiday firework shows went well. The WPA Board members and the Chairs of
Winterblast 2002 have all bean working exiremealy hard on getling everything ready for
our big event. Hardly & day goes by without us getling nurmersus telephone calls o e-
rails wilh some question pertaining o registration, holels, dEsplay time and kcation, o
food; so | keoks BKe Winlarblas!t is on everybody's mind. We are expacling & graat furm-
oul this year, and the publc display might be the best one everl With such a large
avant, it folows thal we will need lols of valuntear help 10 ensure everybody remains safe
and has a greal time. Pleass ba ganerous with your volunteer ima; it will ke greatly ap-
praciatid,

Following the terrible evants that happened last year, it seams the coundry has a new-
found, or renewed patrictizm. From the Amercan flags being proudly displayed on aulo-
miabiles, homes, businesses, and clothing to the red, while, and blue decorative lights
baing prowdly displayed on people’s homaes, it appears that the country is experiencing a
unity that hazn't bean felt for a kong time. All this oubtward American pride makes me feal
gread hal the counlry is comming logaiher. || just makes me a little sad that it took such a
traglc series of events for peopde bo realize how greal a countey B i that we live in. Hope-
Fully this enthusiasic spirl will conlinue long inlo lhe futura,

Show your American Pride, proudly displey your flags!

I'm looking forward lo seeing each and every one of you 31 Winlerblasd, so untll then, ba
safe and palmadic)

Dan Custara

Secretaries letter By: Beckie Timohovich

Dear Members,

| am glad 1o say that another year has passed. Over the year the
files have gotten more and more in order, and with a new organization sys-
tem things will ba easier (o find. | hope to continue to serve the club for the
remainder of my term until February 2003,

| am sorry that | will not be able to join the rest of you at Winter Blast
this year. |will be working in Salt Lake instead. Please light off a few shells
for me and have a greal time.

| will see you all at 'Do It' next year or the following Winter Blast.

Yours truly,
Beckia Timohovich,

Communications VP's letter By: Dimitri Timoheavich

Well we mada it to 2002, our club’s 13" year! | hope everyone had a
safe and happy holiday season. Whal a year it was and I'm expecting an
even more challenging year lo come. Thanks to all who have made my job
easier in past events, and thanks o those who have made it more challeng-
ing, although I'm sure your ears were ringing many times fram the various
curses | was spewing. But all jokes aside, 2001 was a greal year (even with
certain world and local events) and | am looking forward to another year of
service with much enthusiasm.

As some of you have heard, Beckie and | will not be attending Win-
terblast this year. We were fortunate to be selected as members of the pyro
team for the Winter Olymplc Games In Sall Lake City. We will be on location
from last January till mid March and regretfully will be working on the days
the Blast will be held. | am sure that this Blast will be a great one and have
every confidencs in the people running the event. Have a safe and fun one.
| expect to hear the salutes all the way up In Salt Lake at least one night of
open shooting.

Again, | always welcoma new material for fulure newsletters from
our members. Please feel free to a-mail or call me with any questions or
concerns regarding this or any upcoming issues. And remember, support
our vendors, they work hard, somelimes at a loss to make sure our members
get the best prices possible al our events,

Stay Grean
Dimitri Timohaovich
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Sad News... Tom Cloud By Paul Salverson

Tom Cloud died Friday December 28, 2001 about 8:00 P.M. from
Congeslive Hearl Failure and a massive coronary.

Teri reporied ihat Tom locked and felt better than ha had for sev-
eral years following the surgery. Last Thursday, Tom was rushed to the
hospital with severs low blood pressure, and died the following day.

Kathy Baird said 'He was a kind, giant of a man. It was a shame that his
"heart muscle” wasnl as big and strong as his "soul eard” thal he showead
the world.”

In his honor a special super string of firecrackers that were made
for the PG last year will be (it in his henor at this years upcoming Winter
Blast in Lake Havasu Cily, AZ. Matt Sutcliffe of Premier Pyrotechnics Inc
has also agreed lo dedicate the salute finale portion of Sunday's display fo
Tom, as Tom koved a good salute {chest thump) as well. He and Richard
Cole would try and out do each ather on whe could make the loudest
KABOOM. There was a "ground salute contesl™ a few years back on who's
salute was the loudest. | dont remember the final culcome, But | think Tom
snuck in soma PTEN in his if | am not mistaken, When Tom was feafing the
withdrawal symploms of nol gelling to smell encugh pyro smaoke, he used to
tell ma that he would close all the windows in the house and Bght some |lady-
fimgers in his fireplace,

Tom was responsibie of overseeing a giant firecracker string (over
a million | think) that we had several years ago when we wera at “spectator
point” for the first time. We thank God he enlered our lives if only for a much
too short of time. Below is an E-mail that | received from Tom just 10 days
after his surgery.

Hey Paul,
The reason | wanted fo emall you was to let you and JIl know that
I'm fine alter cpen heart surgery on 12/11101,

I wenl info congesiive hearl failure on 12107 al the shop, man did
that lfvan things up LOL. I'm a bit sore bul otherwize in fine shape and the
fulure looks good haart wise. Al any rate I have a neat looking scar for
show and fell.

One valve was repaired and the aortic valve was replaced with a
mechanical one, it has a neat clicking sound fo i, Megan says that "daddy
sounds like a watch”. Looks ke going to WWE this year is on the back
burner for awhila,

Regards fo all this hollday season,
10

Tom
From the Desk of Winter Blast Chalrman 2002 By: Russ Laurie

I'wionld first like to say that I hope evervone had a safie i
despite what happened on Ee?:mb:: 11? B iy el

As you read this newsletter and the holidays are just a blur Winter Blast
ZJ_IH:II is fast approaching. We here at Winterblast central are busier that ever plan-
ning and getting things together for what is building up to be the biggest Winterblast
yet. Not only will we have great Public Display on Saturday night with a new sound
system but we are also having a special display for members and a few VIP's on
Sunday night at Sara as well. Our Trade Show will be held at a much bigger facility
with tons of parking and it’s right across the street from the host hotel, There will be
an all you can eat pancake breakfast on Saturday moming in the parking lot of the
Trade Show just to get you started. This is just one of the new items, ideas 1o make
this years Blast & memorable event. So T hope 1o see everyone their at this yEars
Winter Blast.

Sincerely
Russ Laurie

Winter Blast Voluntears? By: Brian Erfurth

Winterblast is coming....Have you signed on o volunteer yet? Were youl planning
to? We need and greatly appreciate your time. Without volunteers, Winterblast just
wouldn't be the same. At least not the way we would like it to be, In the past, the
shortage of volunteers 1o cover the work shifts has made it difficult for evervone o
have a "BLAST", the one we all look forward to. It doesn't matter what your qualifi-
cations are; your time is needed and greatly appreciated,

'u’t;rlmmr.ing:i: a great way to meet some fellow pyros. For a fun and rewarding
Winterblast experience, offer your time and sign on for some work shifts. We will
have work vouchers for those that volunteer their time. The volunteer with the most
hours worked will win a terrific prize, also there will be 4 other top prizes for those
who worked lots of bours and the remaining tickets will be placed in a drawing for
five additional gifts, We'll have a blast!

If you have any questions or comments or would like to sign on early, contact me at
Brianerfiajps.net

Thanks a lot and see you there,

Brian Erfurth
Work Crew Chair
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Letter to the PGl Board By: Kief Adler

The faollawing letter was sent lo the Board of Direclors of the PG1 on behaif
of the membership and Board of the WPAS

January 5, 2002

PGl Board of Diroctors
18021 Baseling Avenue
Jordan, Minnesola 55352

Dear Directors:

It is with the greatest pleasure that | write this letter to you on behalf
of your fellow directors of the Western Pyratechnic Association.

For almost three years now the WPA has been fighting a lawsuit
brought by a former member of the club. As you are well aware, Lexington
Insuranca, the club's liability carrier, initially denied coverage and declined
1o defend this case. The board of the WPA felt that we could not allow a
frivalous lawsuit such as this one lo proceed, nor could we accept Lexing-
ton's decision. In brief, we decided to fight for our rights and were delighted
when tha PGl agreed to help us do so by granting us two individual grants
of $2000. Our years of patience and persistence have paid off and, with the
help of our attorneys, Doug Mawhorr of Brooke and Cloyd and Dan Spiel-
fogel , our local California counsel, we have prevailed. | am overjoyed fo
report that Lexington Insurance has agreed to defend the case for the WPA
and lo reimburse the WPA for 100% of all legal cosls accrued to datel Ina
further stunning development, the case was dismissed completsly h'_n.r_lha
courts when our former member was convinced to drop his case against the
WPA by his own attomey!

It should further be noted that our pursuit of justice would not have
been possible had Brooke and Cloyd not agreed ta continue with our case
on a contingency basis. Additionally, Dan Spielfogel agreed to bill the club
at one half his regular rate. Our (hard) hats are off to both of these legal
firms. Salute!

The enclosed four thousand dollar check reprasents the total of the
two grants made by the PG to the WPA to help defray our legal expenses
in the matter of Palmer vs. WPA and WPA vs. Lexington Insurance. By the
issuance of this check, the WPA Is acknowledging a debt paid in full. Letit
bi known by all who read this letter that the PGl stands as a true friend 1o
the WPA, and to pyras worldwida. On behalf of the Board and the member-
ship of the WPA, | offer you our most sincere thanks as well as cur admir-
tion. Continued on Page 13
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The PGI has shown itself to be true to its word in providing assis-
lance to pyrofechnic brotherhoods,

Winter Blast, our annual convention, will be coming up in February,
| know that some of you will be in attendance this year, Please accept the
thunder and light of our Public Display as a display of our greal apprecia-
tion. Thank you for helping us fight the good fight,

Pyratechnically yours,

Klef Adler, Prasident

Dimitri Timohovich, Vice Prasident
Donald Cesterla, Vice President
Kalhy Baird, Treasurer

Beckie Timohovich, Secratary

=LRIRR L Hinute
WFA 2001 BOD mecting
Attendees:

Kief Adler

Dimitrt Timohovich
Donald Cesterle

Beckie Timohovich

Rues Laurie

Brian Erfurth

Jill Salverson

Paul Salverson

Eita Oesterde

Dallas Oesterle

1:03pm Meeting called to order,
Kiel motioned to vote and approve all minutes that have been posted in past newslet-
ters.
deconded by Don Oesterle
All in favor.
1:07pm Ground Salute committee meeting is to be beld on the 24 of Sept. Kiel
updates with what is going on 80 far. The BOD as it stands now that we choose to
not fully support the use of ground bombs, We would like to sce them used as a
demo only at Winter Blast and possibly only use them a1 *Do It*
1:10pm Dimitri should plan on bringing supplies for ground bombs
I:12pm Lawsuit updaie off the record.
1:13pm Suggestions for new life member
1 :];alpm Web site links were reviewed by Don Oesterle, everything is current and up
to date,
1:15pm New Post office box has been parchased and its new address is P.O, Box
B3T Verdugo City CA 910446,
Continued on Page 14
13




BOD Meeting Minutes September 2001 Continued from page 13

1:16pm Proposal for the WPA to purchase a new lapiop for use in registration of
WPA hosted events and for all Secrefarics files and the dalabase. Considering a Diell
Inspiron 4000 series. Backie will get the last of the information necessary and hope-
fully ermail details and get final BOD approval for the BOD to agree upon and begin
the purchase of the system.

1:20pm BOD meeting adjourmed.

BOD Mesting Minutes October 2001 By: Beckie Timohowich

BOD Meeting Minutes November 2001 By: Beckle Timohovich

Attendees:

Kief Adler

Don Oesterle
Beckie Timahovich
Dimitrd Timohovich
Joe Pleffer
Cathenme A, Barber

T:45pm Meecting Called to Order
Tid5pm Motion Lo approve previous minutes
Motion made by Dimitri
Seconded by Don Oesterle
All im wpproval,
T:A6pm Motion fo approve flving the American flag at all WPA events.
Motion made by Dimitr
Motion Seconded by Kief Adler,
All in approval,
TdTpm Ground salute Commiliee progress.

Eief Adler motions that we dishand the Ground Salute Committee i light
of recent events and doe to discussions between BOD and the WPA members that
we not allow the Ground Salutes at any of the WPA events, Except those demos
with prior BOD approval,

Don Oesterle Seconds the motion.

This would be an indefinite decision.
T:52pm Lawsuit update,

The lawsuit against the WPA brought forth by Mr. David Palmer has been
dropped. We are waiting for the final paperwork to go through and we will receive
our financial award,

T:57pm Website update.

Only one site shoald be removed from our website for old content, Thanks
1o Don for a job well done.
5:03pm Meeting Adjoumned.
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Attendees:

Kief Adler

Don Oesterle
Beckie Timohovich
Dimitn Timohovich
Kathy Baird

B:33pm Meeting called to order.
8:33pm Kief motions that we approve the minutes of the previous meetings.

All approve.
8:34pm Kathy docs treasurers report. All is well,
8:35pm Kief reviews ‘Do it' and *“WWB" Budgets.
8:3Tpm Ground Salute commities update,

The committee has been disbanded, however the BOD can approve a dem-
onstration when it i nesded or deemed appropriate.

H:42pm Lavsuit update.

Lexington Insurance needs one last approval before we receive our finan-
cial reimbursements for legal expenses,
8:43pm Computer purchase.

Kief Motions that we purchase the laptop.

Dimitri Seconds

All wote in favor.
8:47pm Member offers printing services in exchange for membership dues (his year.

Eief motions that we leave this up 1o Beckic's Discretion.

Dimnitri seconds it.

All vote in favor.
8:49pm Safety rules and bow they are enforcad.

Enforcing the roles st WWEB and Do It should be more closely watched.
Diifferent degrees of infraction require different punishments, We should come up
with a type of infraction and a consequence that will accompany that,

Beckie proposes that the safisty and secunity staff for this years Winter Blast
should come up with a list of infractions and a list of repercussions for the BOD 1o
discuss and review. They should also come up with a proposal on how to handle
rough sitieations,

Staff meetings before each open shooting peried to discuss the previous
days events and the events for the day of.

Kief Motions that we table the discussion until the WWEB Crew can come
up with a proposal.

All vede in favor,
9:15pm Discovery Channel.

A crew for the Discovery channel would like to visit Winter Blast to get
maore of an idea of how fireworks are manufactured. If this was a for profit venture
we should receive a piece of the venture, There would be no pay according to the
contact that Kief has. This could pose more problems for the club than it could
benefits. Contfrued oi page 16
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BOD Meeting Minutes November Continued from Page 15 9:07pm Tent information was given for the BOD to ponder.

9:13pm Blue Book Films would like to film a documentary at Winter Blast 2002,

Kief suggests that we disapprove the visit of the Discovery Chanpel crew Kief makes & motion to approve the offer from Blue Book films

to Winter Blast, Beckie seconds the motion
All agrec. Adl vote m favor,

9:19pm Do It Review. %:20pm Treasurers report
Positive feedback was felt over all. Dimitri decides to table the discussion B-a.lanl:: is £29 857.00

until ke has his final numbers. 92 Ipm ]_awm'.': u.p-d.]l:-g

9:20pm Membership cards

KiaF iotion:s st e mecest s i o e 505 it ouids bt mt Kief has a meeting with the lawyers for the Lexington lawsuit to receive

the funds rewarded to us in the lawsuit. This makes only one more check to col-

receiving l?w 'Hﬂmtmﬂ_ﬁt- lect before we are finally finished with the lawsuit.
ﬁ;ﬂgﬁ“mkm;'- 9:26pm DO it update by Dimitri.
) ; ' g " Final numbers are almost completely in and it appears that the event
9:26pm Update on issues from “Do [t" off the record. madé almost four thousand dollars profit for the club,

9:47pm Meeting adjourned. Container to be placed at either Greg Boyd's property, or at the property

that “Dio 1" 12 held 2.
Kief will look into how much it will cost 1o have it moved around if

BOD Meeting Minutes December 2001 By: Beckie Timohovich neaded.
9:41pm Kief Motions 1o adjoumn the meeting
Allendees: :
Kief Adler Eathy secomnds the motion,
Dom Oesterle . :
Dimitri Timohovich Bpoting afoumed.
Kathy Baird
Beckie Timohovich
Russ Laurie
STAR ROLLING Winter Blast

2:17pm Mesting called (o order Shﬂ Edal
8:17pm Kief Motions that we approve the previous meetings minutes MACHINES o SP

Don seconds the motion 2fa=$175.00/ casa

Al vt i v BALL MILLS Moal D=.$1850 e
3:20pm Russ and Beckie update the BOD on Winter Blast.

Maybe look into paying the labor ready workers on a per day rate as op- LHTEE and Small {25~ 1 1b. cains | easo)
posed to an hourly rate to help ensure the expedition of the daily clean up.

We need to hire *Mule’ type vehicles, which will raise costs. RﬂCKET ?ﬁﬂ:ml:mmﬂ‘i:?

Sound will be a higher expense.

We will also add a free years membership for a prize for the Veolunteer En- PRESSES ;’-“ﬂmﬁﬂ;‘;‘?":‘lﬁm powder can be
courngement Policy. pped

Lol bt iy Sl Amtiwomye |

Soung or or 0 or ark lor s display on ¥ an Phone: 1-800-407-1007
for the PA system. warrant}'!

Preier Pyrotechnics will be doing a small, members only, and display on Sale conforrns with all gate policies as well o
Sunday, which will close down the ‘B shooting lines. www.hobbyfireworks,.com ATF DOT regulations.

We will need five to six of volunteers to help police Spectator Point. :

We can cover half the expenses for Randy Pritchard’s van for first aid. 815 499 0806 PO, Box 158

We need a second trailer ‘bunker” for the ‘B rocket lines. (a Truck was hobfir{@essexl.com I'-EHERjHT 53301

vetoed for the idea that there would be a full tank of gasoline in the vehicle.)
L6 17




Remote Controlled Ignition System
www._radio-match.com

2 channel radio firing system, 200' range
Usually $92.95+58H
Show special £89, (buy 2 or more get free batteries!,

Radio Match.. %ﬁ“

New single channel compact unit 300° range
Perfect for rockets $59.99
We'll be at the WWE flea mart and tent.

Comet Drying Timoes By: Mike Workman

A few issues apgo, [ promised a look at comel drying times as a function of
size o diameter of the comet. Given many people are gesting close 1o building again
a8 we approach Winterblast, it may be a good idea 1o plan the longer lead-time
items. Figure | shows the drying times associated with two small comet sizes, %"
and 1 3™ dinmeter BP type comels,

Cylindrical Comet Drying Times

TIRDTH s
(RE. 110 A B
tianome 4=
1RO
1HO00%
WE.00%
HA00% fa
N3 O

- off Flaal Welgh

Figure 1. Tt tumned out that on Day 6, it rained. The relative humidity of the drying
area was extremely high for about two doyvs (5,6). As can be seen, this aflfecied the
rite of moisture loss. The final point was determined by two days of bright sun dry-
ing,

There are several important features of this data to look at: First, the smaller
comet approaches its final weight much faster than the larger one. But as noted, the
smaller comets also gair weight faster in a high humidity environment. On day 6
we hid & rain that raised the RH to nearly 90%. This virmally stopped the drying for
the small comet as it began picking up water instead of losing water. The bigger
comet is just slowed down because the comet still had more water than it would

have even at very high RH. To determine the asymptotic “dry” value, | baked these
comets in the sun for about twe days and took their weight.

Many factors determine how dry “dry” is, including the composition, and
the hinder. BP comets function fine within 2% of their dry weight, while other com-
positions aren't quite that simple. One thing is for certain; drying time goes up dra-
matically with dimension. For a eylindrical comet of “length™ (along it"s axis) L and
dinmeter L, drying time scales roughly as the square of L, or as L2

Teying ~ L*

Which means a 4" diameter comet will take about 16 times longer to dry
than a 1™ comet. Although this is a good indicator, it is not exactly born out by the
data. The empirical data says that the time constant is about 8 times longer instead
of 4 times that of the 1.75" comet. But the conventional wisdom is that big comeiz
take & long time to dry, and this is surely bomn out by the data. [ have found that 3"
and 4" comets of the same shape a3 a 1™ comet, just scaled up by 3 or 4 respectively,
really do take 9 to 16 times longer 1o dry. One method for speeding the comet drying
is extremely effective: Drill a hole in the center of the comet, say 3/8™ in diameter,
and place the comet in moving air {(make sure the air is moving in the center hole 1o
some degree). Using a center hole causcs the larger comets to burn faster and ensure
they are extinguished well before hitting the ground.

Comet Construction Tip

I cannot resist sharing a great technigue | learned from one of Bill Ofca’s
papers: Strengthening large comets via jute twine. Take jute twine, and cut 5-10 1"
long pieces, and separate the small pieces into their constituent fibers. This pile of
“hair™ is then mixed into the comet composition, taking care to keep the fibers from
clumping together (i.¢. keep them separate). This is usefil in construction of large
4" comets, as the comet becomes extremely strong and unlikely to break or shatter
on launching. 1 found that the comet is so strong right after pressing that one needs a
tool to break the comet apart if necessary, without even drying!
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In response to misconceptions of the WPA by certain fire
authorities and law enforcement agencies, the Board of Di-
rectors wants to make the
following 100% clear: the WPA does not condone, nor does
it encourage, the illegal use of fireworks. Period.

We would like to remind our members
that no pyretechnic product will be
allowed to leave any of our events without the proper pa-
perwork and licenses! NO EXCEPTIONS!!

Winter Blast 2002 “Gate” Policy By Kurt Medlin

Winter Blast 2002 “Gate” Policy

I has always struck me as a great irony that we hold the Winler Blast in Arizons because, in pan, it is
easier to deal with their legislative pegairements fior holding a freworks coovention that it is Califor-
nia's - despite Arizona’s total ban on selling any type of fireworks to the public, Yes, Arisoss i a “dn”
state — if memory serves, they don®t even allow "Saly asd Sane’ as a local eption. And yet 1o my kmowi-
edge, we have never had a problem geiting the officials having jurisdiction so grant us the proper permits
needed to 3l and shoot clazs CIG1 .4 fireworks for the Few days we Bold the Wander Blact. [ believe the
mais reason the sathorities are com fortable with our sctivitses i because ihe WPA has always been cane-
fal b Bive up to s reaponsibiliibes and take sieps to not allow fireworks to leave the Winter Blast withos
The proper paperaosk. These steps have always included both a policy stating what is not allowed past
the gates of Sara Park, nnd & person ui the gate rentinding poopls should they inadveriesaly “forget® and
stant walking et with a hag of live product saos the proper permits, eic,

Whils having o “gate polacy” has not always been o popular practice, i1 has served us well in ferms of
keeping the WPA in good standing with both the authotities and the commumity i general. In ihe Interest
of aveiling any misunidestandings rogarding exactly what will and won't be allowed out of Sara Park
{and kopefully aveiding disappoiniment on anyose’s part), this anicle will poessnt the “gate policy™ with
regard to whal is sold i the class C vending tent al Sara Park.

Befors | continge, I should make it chear that it is not the WPAS intent bo stop anyone from kegally pur-
chasing live product om site and legslly tansporting it off site. ‘The key word here is, “legslly® and any-
ene in possesston of the proper permits, bicenses, and trassportetion papers sppropriate for the material in
goestion, will be allowed to leave with thelr live peoduos,

Ti get ripht doram bo i, e ftema allowed out of Sama Park without sny paperwirk are:

*  DBlack povder in the manufbchures’s Lib. cans labeled for retai] sale

Wiseo fuse {all diameters)

Tirmee fuss

StickyMalch

Electric matches

All nor-mrixed chemicals

Pyrotechnic comgaminires availabhe via mail order without o permit or sold aver the counter for
SHESIMET % in Arizona

# Al iner malerials (e, paper and plaslic prodoces; all prisged materials, eic.)

The iterms not allowed through the pate withest proper paperwork are:

*  Any class CAG or class BYL3G firework items. This ischades live antigqos fireaorks sobd as col-
hectibls

Bulk packaged hlack perder

Quick match

Sawrs und Tive pyrotechnle inseits (whistles, serpents, small inser shells, lasee eie)

Pyredechnic comps'mixhees not available via mail coder without o permit oe sold ever the counter
for eofdumer whe in Arizona

O & &
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The basic reascaing used hebdnd the abors It is this: Any pyrotechnic thing Bt normmally requines pas
perwork 0o parchass and iransport outside of 2 Winter Blast, it will slso requirs the same paperwork o
Beave the Winter Blast.

Una of the above items [ely b0 raise eyebaows and cause disappoimtmend is the inclusion of live anfiquee
fireworks sobd as colbectibles, While this may seem n bit harsh when it comes down 1o a 60 year old pack
uf]bhﬂ!meulnunEcal.mLudfmd gthrriees make no }@lmﬂgnmmlhinq-
tiom between ihese itenns and cther class B and C flems, we cannot pake ihe distisciion either.

Like wise, the inclusion of quick maich may seerm a bit harsh, especially conssdering Sticky Match is
dllowed. The distinction basically comes down 13 whether an itern is | 4g ("Cless C' Arewocks, guick
maich, shell imaerts, ete) or 1,48 (vidco, fime fase, electric matches, Sticky Match)

Rest assured that the Winser Blast organizers and the WPA Board of Directors are awnare thai this policy
will not prove populas witl & number of members and eves some vemdors, Bt given the legal problems
und assnciabed expenses the WPA has experienced these last few years, wo can't responsibly conduct
Winter Blasts with policies thet aren's grounded i legal compliance. Our past legal problems may nol
have been associated with what was officially allowed through the gate, but no good purpose would be
served by sdopling an official-E-writing gate policy containing exceptions allowing the above 1.3g and
1.4y iberss do Jeave withous the same Bicenses snd permits thay requaine For perchase outside the Wirter
Bl

I the: interest of Full disciosure, here are the general sales policies thal sach vendor is required o follow
in peder bo vead al Winser Blast:

Vender Sales restrictions
»  Cly those who bave prevecusly registered with the Vendor Chaireas will be allowed to oon-
st alies.
*  Eades will only be made o the sppecprisie desipnated attendees.
®  Sades will only be made to those who are 15 years of age or who are otherwiss stcompanisd
by an spgacprinie atiendes and they must have o proper convestion badge.
# A sale, gift or other mesns of disiribution will not be msde o anyons who sppears o be under
the influence of aloohod or dnugs, or whe i actisg in an imesponsible manner,
= Only elass "C” items will bo offered for sale, The Vesdor Chairman must clear amy question-
ahle ilems.
. .|'|JI@Mmﬂli;ﬂd:pﬂ%mmmhﬁﬂmwﬂihlmlﬁgjﬁﬂlr
Tequizemenls,
= Zales will caly be condusied in buiklings oc sales aress desipnated for this purposs,
*  Wendocs andfor the Wendor Chairman will Bave full suthority & require anyose causing &
safety hazard 1o lewve the amea.
= Flea Market Sales will be divided into two categories, those materials of a hazardous ranse
and those of & non-hazsrdous pabire. The vendor Chairman is respossible for making specific
decisicn regarding whether a material is considered hazardous or non-harardons,
o Diems of a hazardous puabers such as Fireworks, stars, poed flamsmabde components
will ke sodd in the class O sales area
o Deno of & poo-harardous nature sach as somw chermicals, casings, toals, and liters-
ture, ey b godd anywhene desigrated by the vendor chairman.
* Al hazardous materials must be in closed containers. Sealed plastic bigs are permitind for
*  AH flamenable paterials in the cluss C ores must be covered with a flamepeood targ, or ite
edquivalont during open shoeting hours,

It is the hope of the Wister Blast organizers and WPA Board of Directors that presenting these guidelines
morw will prevent anyone from coming bo Winter Blast and going sway dizsppointed. I you have specific
questions reganding what type of paperwork is required 1o fesve with wisit bvpe of items, you can contsc
‘Winter Blast Safeiy Chainman
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Public Display for WWE By: Kiaf Adler

Unfortunately, Fred May has asked 1o be relieved of his duties as provider
of this year's Public Display due lo persenal reasons. Before contacting me
aboul this he had already spoken to Fireworks America and asked them to
take it over for him. They have, graciously, agreed. | have spoken to both
parties and all is well. | am disappointed that Fred won't be doing the show
this year but am confident that FA will do a fine job, as usual. Fred has
promised to entertain doing next year's show instead, and has promised to
"donate until his bunkers are emply” for this yvear's show. Both he, and his
family, are still planning to attend the event. Thanks to all at Fireworks
America for coming through for us on such short notice.,

Kief

Have a great time at Winter Blast
and don’t forget to help out and
volunteer!!

We Did It Again By Dimitri Timohovich

IOWA PYRO
SUPPLY

Will be at Winter Blast 2002
“Free Order Delivery”

Giet your order in early.
We will be bringing some Black Powdeér “Elephant Brand™
Call for specific amounts- like 51b., 100b,, 250b,
We will have 1F, 2F, 4F and Meal-D. Cost $7.00ib., $32.50051b., $62.00/104b., and
$1507251b,

Be sure 1o call ahead as space is limited,

Visit us on the Web @ lowaPyroSupply.com
Phone:563-945-6637 Fax:563-045-0007
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If you missed Do It number 3, boy did you miss out!! Mark your calendars because
¥ou are not going to want to miss number 4. 'We had another successful year with
all sorts of B product going up every night. Once again, the club let members use it
ATF license to purchase and fire shells and what a success.

A long list of thanks goes out to many members. First off to Beckie for
supporting my insanities and jumping right up on the band wagon with me, to Kief
for handling the hotel and afterglow affairs, A special thanks to Russ and Don, our
safety chairs for & second year nunning and to Joe, who unknowingly jumped into a
co-chair position and stuck with it vl the bitter end. Thanks 1o Mark Matt for bring-
ing a trailer 1o use as base camp and 1o Paul and Jill with assistaniz Lawra and Gary
for keep registration en top of it all (and thanks Kathy for organizing the shiris),
Speaking of shirts, a big thanks to Pyro Novelties for coming up with the design and
printing up those treasured mementos. Thanks to Kurt for putting together another
great seminar schedule and to all who taught a seminar,

A big thank you to Steve and Danielle Humphries as well as Roy Goode for
handling all the electrical issucs. Again our guru of communications, Bill Daly, kept
us all radio linked, and we thank you. A big thanks to Greg Boyd and his pal Mitch
for all the site prep and maintenance they did.

A special and hearty thank you to Mike and Ann Hill for taking over chow
duties a sccond year in & row. Looks like we may have a regular cooking team for
up coming Do lts. What do you say gang?

Speaking of food, let's talk about drink. Boy did we have plenty at the af-
terglows. Thanks to Jay Brown and crew for bring out some delicious wine (and I'm
not a wine drinker by any means). But our beer enthusiasts got a very special treat
thanks to Bill MeGregor and his friends at P H Woods restaurant and brewery, Mo-
reno Valley, Ca. who supplied the black lager & E.S.B. brewed by Hans as well as
B.Fs brewery, Brea, Ca. would supplied the red ale brewed by John Oliver, Thanks
again guys, looking forward to more of thoss tasty craft brews,

A special thanks are in order for our vendors Western Powders, Firefox and
Flash fireworks as they drive a long way to support us, and without them, there
witld be no event.

Let’s not forget to thank the slew of volunteers whe helped set up, ran and
tear down the event. Without you folks, this event would not have been made possi-
ble. Your service to the club is greatly appreciated.

Greg put on another great Armageddon, Looking forward to the next, bt
no more Satum Missile Batteries. Those have been permanently banned from your
possession,

Finally | want to thank everyone else I forgot and to all who attended. Tt
was u great tum out and event. You all made my job easier, that 1 actually had a
chance to get my wife’s quad stuck in the mud { but Joe still wins the award for most
“stucks” at Do It). Again thank you all and see you at the next Do Itl!

Thanks ence again!

Drimitri
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