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Holding own elections

From the President By Kief Adler

As you can sea from this ketter, yours ruly has been re-elecied as your
President for anolher two years. My first two years hedped to secure a second pyro
evenl (Do 11}, brought us almost double the funds pald 1o us from Lake Havasu,
brought a successiul end (o our lawsui and helpad being a new spi of camaradernie
to dhe WPA | decided b run for a second berm 1o halp ensure thal these polickes
would be maintained and thad | can refire” in bwa yaar's ime with an aven bigoer
srmiba on my face. | love being your prosident]

After last year's unbelievably successful Wintar Blast, who ever thought that
Wi could bop i, yet we didl I you missed Winler Blast 2002, you missed the best
ome ever, No gtches, no problems and incredible fireworks| | can nol $ay entugh
words of praise 1o (his year's Winter Blast siaff as a whole, and to Russ Laurie and
Don Oesterke kor co-chairing the event. Thair management style brought us a well
run oparation with everyong cooparating b make things happen on fime, and on Lar-
el As Russ and Don have already signed on for Winter Blagt 2003, | can hardly
wall Tor nasd ol

Firewarks fumerica put logether a temific public display on Saturday night,
an incredible feal since they were handed this task six weeks before the Blast! Hu-
dos 1o Joe Bartalotta and Kevin Brucknar for making it happen for us, Premier Pyro-
technics blew all of us away on Sunday night. | was great to see a large display kke
thiz agein at Sara Park. Premier also provided our sound system for both venuas
ardd it racked! Hopafully, we will be able to count an Mall Suicliffe and Premier for
many yesars o coms,

Bluabook Films cama over frem England ta film Winler Blast for a documen-
tary thart they aro putting together for the Discovery Channel. Lok for Bis in the fall
They were a fun group lo have with us, even if they did drive some of us a bit nuts
with their requesis for special effects and such. All and afl, they showed us a greal
daal of respact and wars imprassad by whal Biey saw,

Do i 4 has already been scheduled and once again we will refurn b the Ay
Hotel in Laughlin, N on Octeber 17-18-19 8 rock the Colorado river and rattle the
hotel's windows. This is a totally diferan] event from Winter Blast bul just as enjoy
able. This year's firewarks vendor will ba Kellner's West and we Jook forward fo their
first Do It with us. Registrations will be sent out with the next newsletler $o starl
making plans o attamnd,

Finally, | would ke lo take this cpportunily b endorse a feliow member, and
pood friend, for the President of the PGL. John Steinbesg will be rurning for a third
tenm &8 presiden of the PG this August and | unge all of you wha ae PG members
1o suppon him in this efforl. John's never ending energy, drive and & inlense desire
{o promode all things pyro has helped to push the PGI forward and has made il a driv-
ing force in pyretechnics, The PG has always baan a great supporier of the WPA
and | see no babler way B repay the faver than to see John re-slacted as It's leader.
H you are nol & member of the PGI, you should be. If you have nevar bean fo one of
thedr conventions, you ane missing something incredible. Go to their convention this
summeds in Fargo and VOTE if you go.

Thianks [or your suppart and heve a great Feurth
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Vice Presidents letter Don Oesierle

Winderilest 13 s now just a fond meemony, but @ whole summer full of frewark
ghows asd Da-Jt 15 jizst arcand the comer. Russ asd 1 kave already started planning nest
wear's Winlerblast, By refocaling and expanding the manufachusing ares, a8 well as gisnerois
other improvements, we expect next year's event 1o be even betler thaa this year's. By starting
the whele process ealicr, we hope to lieat the fast manate work nash (o only thoss wantici-
parled problems that abways teod 1o show up. We are always booking for wirys 1o improve the
are and the nfole Winterblast expenence. We have reviewed all of ibe surveys that were
maibed in 1o us. Some ideas wese well thought out and will be iscorpocated into fubsre Winter-
blast. Soere ideas, bowever, just gave us a good laugh. The entire BOT) has met and dsossed
plans oo making a large parchase of equipment for Do-Jt. The few peaple whi are there o
help set up and tear down after Do-02, know how much of o hassde it bas been to relrieve and
rebura all'of the equipmend io SARA Park in Lake Havaos City, With the Club"s recent pur-
chase of anolker shipping container, and the penerces offee by the Boyd’s ta store #an their
property, we will be able fo put on De-Jt much mone smoothly. We have begun to compibe a
list af eqipment we need W purckase and constroc?, so this semmer we will be very busy. If
arybody has any suggestions or recomeneadations for improving Dol or Wisterbfast fthat
weren'| abreacy mailed = to us) plesse feel free to e-matl Russ of mysell weih them. Our E-
rripdl addresses can be found a1 the WRA websile af
W WEA Y RO.ORG
1 hope everybody hes » safe and safisfiing summer of firewarks, and [ hope o s2e everybady
ot Winieiblast next vear.

Treasurer’s Letter Russ Laurie

Well members here is the latest on the world of finance, according bo the
WA anyway.
There has been a few changes already; we have champed banks from Washingion
Mutual 1o B of A
We are curvently in the black with about § 30,000,080 in cur acoount. We are still
awed some money from Mojave County and Blue Rook films. And are expecting
thase checks seon. Bat overall we ane in good standings amd have enough money to
see s through until DO IT. Our clubs taxes bave been filed and we doat except
any problems with the [RS or the Siate Franchise Tax Board. As the costs of run-
ning these events keeps mising we are forced 10 raise our prices 1o yow. So plan on
paying a litthe more 1o attend our chub events. We are not talking a bunch of money
eilher $5.00 to 10,00 per event, not much more to pay for such a great time. Well
that"s it for now see va all ot DO IT?

Communications Vs letter Dimitri Timohovich
Welcome to the sccond WA newsleiier Tor TR, 1 hope everyone Bad @ ternhe
Winterblast. I've heand many posilive comments about i 1 wasz'L abbe to
avtend] this year since 1 was on the crew for the Winter Olympde Games and had 1o spend two
nnd a hall momths in Utah this kst year, Boy itz pood to be home.
Thunks 1 everyone who costributed to this issue. 17 vou have been readisg the
WA list Iately you already know that (his issse & a very importass onc for ol members who
have an apinion on the Public Display and the closizg of Sara Park for #,
Continwsd on next page...

Communications VP's letter Cont... Dimitri Timohovich

Doo’| forgel to réspand 1o the survey reganling this matter.
1 egpecmly wami 1o thank my wife Beckie for ker hard work in puiting s newsletter
fram all the bits and picces 1've been sending 1o her.

Well with all shat saic, 1 wish everyome a happy and safe Fourth of Juby and sse
ol af Do i 4!

Secretary’s Leiter Jill Salverson

“Whal di you meean, yom want me 1o weite sometling For the mewgleiter? [ work
videa! I dom't write™ S, here | am, staring at & blask comgruter sereen trvmg 1o think of
something bo write, Strasge job o take oo for someons whe doesn't write, Seems like all
I do iz wite.... Enlrics om 1o the dalabase, addnesses on envelopes, e<mails, new member-
ship letiers, mose e-mails. This i 2 very bizy job, and | meean job. A ot of tinee and 2f-
Font go imdo cach of the boand positions. And, 1 love it | enjoy and appreciabe the e-
mails, evem if we aren'l always in agreement, ii°s goed to hess your views. 1 enjoy wel.
coming new members. I'm even geiting to be less of & compaler dance, bul by 50 means
&h expe.

Thank you for your patience while ["ve been climbing the mountam of membership cands,
[ think 1 am fimadly caaght up, I vou havea'n received youss yel, pleass e-mail me so 0
can get yours out bo you. Tapologize for the time i has iaken, Also, if you're bavemg
problems with your WPA st or digest access, | can help with that, too T ook forwarnd 5o
ihe uptoming activilbes in the WA and bope I can be of help Lo you in the figure.

SF Bay Area VP Steve Wilson

ot E-mail?

A n area VT 1 would 1ike o urge each -dﬂmpfmwmq-mﬂhmin
touch in the WA, Having e-enail iz the fate, most efficient way fof us ba nolaly yoa aff
uptaming meetings and svents in your afex. [t is also an excellent way fog you fo keep
abeeast of WPA progress by subscribing to the WPA mailing Tist, cither in digst or list
mide, Yieah, there can be some unnecessary chaber om the list, bul

when something imponiant happens, youll be ane of the firsd to know. 1t is also impodani
thet we heve your CORRECT e-mail oddress in cur dala base. If you accidentally beried
through whide filling oul your last membership renewal, i is possibie that we may have an
mecenplete of atherwises incormeet e-mail mldress for you, In thal case, yoa are nol gelimg
all the news wou could be geting. Check with you area VP i vou bave chasged your e«
imar] ebddress mn et Fast yeas or suspect vou may have wiitien down something ihat our
dhle secaelary can'l read!

Soenetines (and moore ofben than not) events come wp faster than our volustesr stafl can
get o posteand out jo you. Be all e can be in the WPA - get e-mail soom and get ke cor-
rect address 10 s,




East Avea/Forcign VP John Steinberg

Reing o genileman, and respectiul of the wishes of the estoemned Fresident of the
WEA, 1 will not contest the nesubts of an election 1o this high office based on s fllegsl nomi-
nition. Nomminations are 10 be made by members of the ares represented. 'While my back was
turned, &2 | looked with dizsmay al Joe Domangco, who had just declined his oan pominaticn
{masde entirely kegally by yours traly), Mr. Adler threw my hat into Bis ring! Well, that being
said, [ cheerfully sssume the dinies of this office and commince nty one-year lemmn with this
misgsive to alf et Area WEA members.

First, let's try to plan a time 1o gel logether, | do not have to be present, Any proups
of east/Farcign ares WPA members who wish to assemble are certainly welcome to do so.
We cover s huge aseall For thase near e mibd-Atlantic et coust, let's try ta |"nd:|:1m:n
gatker over Memorial Day Wieekend or over the Labor Day holiday and fhen, amce more,
EBetween Thasksgiving and New Year's Day. All suggestions for meeting places and times
can be send 10 me and 1 will have them poblished in e WPA Mewsketier, OF course, pay a-
tention to the noisce Bulletin at the PG convention, Last year a busch of us WPA'ers gol
tepether wt the PGT evend and | am certain we witll do so agaan that year m Fargo. [ will defer
1o my depuby, Kief Adler, in arrange il Fazgo WEA gaibering as 1 am a bif dissracied by
other pesky duties 21 the PGT convention. Thanks, Kief. | only wish to pablizh this fiest, inau-
gursl colum, in the FGD Bulieiin x well & in the WPA newsletier Tor o reasan that will soon
become evident o mey faithfal readeers.

The PGI convention s a wonderfal event, not to be missed. But what does a smoke
starved gryma ko in the deail of winber?? Why, atcend Western Wintechlast, of course. If you
haven't been, this is & grest event and getting bester aB the time. 1t is very different foom and
eosnplimedary 1o, he PGI cosvention. T can't say whach is best. They are fwa different
events, | womldn'l miss sitber one. The WWE |2 & smaller, more inlomate evenl. There s
enare cpeen shoohing and Tewer displays ae offered. There is a wider range of manufachmng
available during the event. It 15 of shoeter duration and held over a holiday weskend, makiag
i easier for some o fake ofT the time o afiend. 1 is beld in Lake Favasu City, Arizona,
heane of the origizal London Bridge. Yes, imdeed, the ose and only odiginal. My wife did not
believe me when §iold her it bad been dismantled, shipped and reassambled stome-by -store
im the middle of the desenl. Perhaps | shouldn'l have told ber 5o mamy 121l ales prioe o this
true and accurate (me!

Las Vegas is the easiest city 1o fly to, another plus for o |iike non-pyro vacation
upen arrivel or before depanure,  Cine of the thisgs | moest chensh is the fellowship of my
Western pyro buddies, many of whom | only see ance cach year, when altesding the WWE.
So, b0 all mey POI friesds, if I've gotten you the leass bit interested, sign up a3 members of the
WEA, The WA web zite i hitpifopa pyrobechnics.ong. The mailing address is The Wesi-
em Pymotechnis Association, Ine., P.O. Box 10116, Cancga Mark, California 91309, The
presicknt is Kief Adler o kisfi@pyroorg This s 8 woamnlarfud pyro club and a great bunch of
folis, I ix well weorth joiming and the WWB is well with attending.

I hope 1o s2e many of the WPA members in my area over the next several mosihs.
I hope 10 see all my old friends and many pew ones sl WWE, 2003, And | hope to see 2 Jot
of my PGI nends at the mexn 'Winteclkse, oo,

Fireworks America on Western Winter Blast 2002

Westorn Winder Blast 13 & o wrap, wih an awu-‘iru;:drmg_ Public []iq;h}' furnished
by Fireworks Amesca, IF you"ve never been 1o the hlast, 31 & a greal fime 1o z2e ol fremsds,
meet new (ehemés, party amd do all things pyeo o a contralled and safe seiting. Lake Havasu
City served 22 the coagesia] aad terrific Host City Far the 12% timne, and the weather this year
wis warm and mild Yoo coald vell there was & cross section of Amencs in the 900 gueas.,
The East Coasters were enpoying the 5 degree evenings in shorts and flip flops and the Wesi
Croasters were bendled up in parkas and long underwess o withstand the cold sap. Temps
in the day were kigh 60"s and low 70°s and 5075 and bigh 40°s came in the night, It was clear
and the skies dark, leaving the fireworks to be just gorgeows,

WWith just 5 wecks o Wenler Bkist, the origmal show vendor had b0 withdram for
persomal reasors. 1t fell to Fireworks America and Joe Barmolots to mix the tape and da the
choreography. Jee cims ap with “A Salute to Amenican Heroes," a tape that began wilh
John Wayne's America and ended with Sandy Patti’s Motions] Anthem, More than oo bard
wore pyvotechnician had tears in their cyes at the end, with an sweimspiring display crowning
a tape full of appeoprizte voice-overs dropped in by Ron Dhxon, Certaindy we peed o award
Mo dhe Galilen Space Bar for the choreopgrapihy. 1t was awesome. The show opened wilh
Australinn Fountains, Spanish Candles and an impressive bamapge of Spanish Godden Ka-
muros. 1t was filled in by Japaness Kaleidoscopes, Domestie Crosseties, Salutes and Bro-
cades produced by Tom Matirocce, Pody Schaffner and Gery Hansen and powerful prodacts
from seven different Chinese Factories. Products dosatod from Kellner Fiseworks, Starr
Fiaewarks, Lantia Firewoeks and Pyroe-Spectaculars supplemented the prosduct list. Hearts
broke right on cue, comets arnd mines roaned skyward and the sky was filled thousands of feet
in dianseter fired from & foots and 22 different mortar emplacements. Many nice comph-
ments were receivid, ihe best coming from ose bady who smid she had never cried ai a fire-
wintks display hefore, as well as the cheers from the hendreds of atendees,

Many hands make light work, 1500 guns wene g2t in two hours by this able tzam,
and the guns wene beadid and tested in & hoars on show day, including last muimde donstions
from ether pyro companies. This was folbowed by & 2-bonr strike on Sanday, from e fiest
] beang pulled to the truck door coming down, Generally, ihis many hands make mristikes
in wiring. AWESOME job gang. About 10 cuses were pallouts. Out of B34 wirmg cosme o
tiong, that is amazing. Ken Wagoner waz Buiton Man runsing the field contsellers with
Heather while Anionis and Limla Bartolofta bed the cheening seclion. Kok Clark headed up
witleo and electronics whale Donna and family losded shells. THARE YOU 5o much for s
preal job amd to all who coewed for !

When I fousd out that 5] Pelvso was comigg | called and asked hisn to busld aa
ot Fashioned Devil Wheel, You doa't see them olien, but u=ing Y0-year-old components be
it one together that we fired s the tmck on Friday night, soemplete with pyre-sereens and
il whale Fnchalada, It was awesome! Sal didn" think i!m!‘d:bq.ft:l'ﬂm‘l.,l:dh,pm
componeats dow't keep farever. The Dizcovery Charnel was thene fibming bul only caupght
the tail-end of the flest wheel They were so impressed that tsey asked hm o baild anoiber
one o fire on Sunday night le they coald film it. A quick trip 1o the verding tent baoughi
Fresfer materials and Sal didd it again. He prochiced an effort even be was prowed of, The sest
of ug izt picked our jaws off the ground. Greal job Sal,

Owur hats are off to the Winter Hlast Team who prodiaced an exc ellent convention,
Kief Adler, Kuss Laurie, Doa Oesterle, Lynden King, Francts Marquer, Richasd Cale 2
their exies team of volunteers put an a well-orgasimed, fun and sife comvention,




Letter from WWE Chairs Iuss Lawnrie and Don Oesterle

COpinions... Don Oesterle

So here wa are in bay, is he sound of Wintarbiagt slil ringirg in your earsT Well & is
for those of us thal worked 0 hand o being our members Winterblast, Winlerbiast
2002 was, by mosl accounts, the best Biast ina long Bme, of ever, Thal's greal, and
il wouldn'i hawve happened with out the hard work and dedication of my suppaort sledf
and walunipers; | lake my hard had off to you all. We made some sile upgredes this
year, which we hoped all of you enjoyed. We're planning io add some mane Lp-
grades to the naxt Winter Blast as wall, So 8 you have an idea of something thal you
would like o ses added o nect year's Winler Blasd, just bt us know, ard we will see
wihal wa can do.

Hard work snd dedication bz somathing we all love—pyre-— thal's whatl makes tha
WPA a greal organization b be part of. The diversity of its membership, tha knoed-
edge and axperiencas thal asa i thers in our membership is undeniably awesom.
Winter Blast has grown into & mega production, 2 large and inlegral pad of that be-
ing the Public Display. Thera is no doubi that the club’s founding fathers never emd-
siondgd what ouw dub has become loday. Some mambers have voiced an opindon
stating thal our event's public display i just & cop oul [0 the Gity of Lake Havasu,
whie most of us see I, as it should be, & great fireworks shawl

A5 you knowy, things are not getling ary cheaper these days, and so tha cost of aper-
aling an evend los Winler Blast has also risen. So unfortunatedy, we must pass this
Increass on to our members, The $10,00 increase thal will be odded 1o ned year's
Winter Blast ragisiraticn k= not a big price 1o pay for the fun and memories thal will
laz1 a Wetime. Hope to sea you all 81 Winberblasi 2003,

Open shooting at Sara Park for Winter Blast 2003 Kief Adler

Severa! members have madde it known that they would rther stay o San Pask on
Satunday night during the Public Display to continue shooting, In order for (hs fo happen,
we peed do he abde to stall the event, get pemidssion from the City 1o leave Sarm apen s
“trve”™ anil Find oul how mamy are interested in seeing ihis happen,

1 am, theselore, asking any members who are miemested & staying ol Sar Park dur-
ing Satnrday’s public display b either send me & post cand ar a0 email wo el me the follow-
mg:

b Dweadd like vo stay &1 Sasa on Saturday jo shool (what? Shelis,

rockets, class C or all of theae)

2 1would like to stay ot Sars on Satorday 1o help with staffing

We need securily, sfeties, stc)

3. Dam & verubos and woield [gke to remam al Sam o vend {what?}

4. 1doas'twant o shoot, help or veml. 1am oaly imderestad in watching what
everyone else is doing. (ks is 50 we know how many o expect)

{adsere?

You cam eend a post cand o me at PO Box 1080, Ao Hills, CA 91376 or email
me al keellapymooong. Yies, you cam seixd 2 Jetler instead of & post cand,

IF yau want to see this happen, make s you wibe of email,

Recently, a few very vocal memvbers bave expressed & degine bo keep SARA Park open dunng
ihe pubdic display lirewoeks show on Satunday night. Thess few people that want bo keep ol
open don't understand bow many people it would take to keep SARA Park open during the
Pubdic Display. A minimaem of & safety volunteers, & safcty siaff, 4 security siafl, 2 paid se-
curity persannel, the First asd Chairman, at least one Board member, and either the Blast
Chatrmamn or Co-Clamman must be on-site when the Park 15 open foe shootwg.  Wal about
the class C vendors? Do you think they would sctmlly give ap ke oppartanity tosee the
show pat bo 2ell a few dallars worth of firecrackers? Wi doubt if. We have the list of mem-
bers who worked volunbeer shifks, and we are cerain that the majonty of these people who
want | loeep SARMA open during Saturdsy’s show never even volungesred Bo wark ane shidt,
were 0ot there for setup, or cleansp, and just expect everybody else o do Lhe wiork g they
can come to play, Reing the Riast Co-Chaizmen this year took an enommous amotst of time
and effort. Mumenous people have commented that we did 2 geeat job. Neither of us got (o
light gven 1 Pase dp anyihang ihis year, bl (bat's ned why we wese there. The only neal enjoy-
ment we pod was being able to waich Firewoeks Amenica's exeelient public disploy om Sahe-
day, amd Premier Pyrosechnic’s Sundny trikute show, Thank you Kevin Broeckner, koe Bar.
foloatn, Matt Sutcliffe and all of your crew, 1t is impossible to keep overybody kappy, but we
meed b remesnber that Lhe WPA has changed since s moeption. And teday, the vast majoe-
ity of the memnbership does pot come 1o Wisterblast 1o masmBacture, but to shoot and wasch
fireworks, incleding the professionally choreographed public display, 1t is prohably the best
show the majarity of the membership sees cach year, We have heand many people comment
aboet (b lack of product that went up diing open shooting this vear. The bittke bl of product
that went up Thursday night was fow s far between. [T people are complaining aboi the
limited shooting time, maybe they sboald take one more day off work and come to Winler-
blastan Ihu‘ulay. We are alsa w.i|h1;|n extend Winterblsd | -lil}'hj' Mmt Wiedseg-
day, aned pesting a chembeal wendor there aarlicr s providing aceess (o bay chemscals dar-
ing the day. We are also plannisg for 3 leger manufacheing area, amd snother "B° mciket
fine 1o hedp get product im the 2 in & safer, moee efficient mannes 5o those who want %o see
individual rockets ga up will have that opportanity. Daytinge testing willl also be allowed a
me year's eved 1o belp those who sssnfaciore. We bove watching the "B rockel ling, We
realize that an enormous ammunt of time and effort goes into buslding these ibzms, They are
speclacular when they perform as designed, amd even more spectacular when they don't go
exacily as planned, but both ways are fiam 1o waich. Do-0 by the River i a perfiect venoe for
those whio want fo mamsfaciure; and it is mroch less expensive to stlend. Manufectonng is
nlbowed all day, daytime testing of product is net enly allowed, but also encouraged, Open
shoating does nod chase for anything either, Meitber Ross, nor | will ask or force aary vendar,
valunteer o stafl member 1o work during the publie display. Fnour honest opinion, this & 25
unreasoaabls request being made by those who refuse o be there 1o work thensedves. How-
ever, we are nol milecble, il there is a sallicien! samber of members who waed 1o be ai
SARA Park shoeting prodsct during the: public display, and we hove enough trustwarthy
peopke to volunleer 8o work the safety and secusity posilioms, then there shoubd be g reasan
1o demy these members the additional 5§ hours shooting time.

Thiz agticle reflects opimions of the membership sent to us privately, sad discased with us in
pizrson 18 is pespecafally sobmiited on behalf of ihe decens of people who wosked very hand
s the majonty of the ehsh mensbers could just come to have fiin

Thank yeu WWE 2002 salT and valunteers, we ARE watching cut fer yoa all,

Daon Ceesterle aad Buss Lasnie - WPA 3002 & 2003 Blast Chairmen
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Opinions... Tom Calderwiond

somizbedy it the Tuse while hedding on 1o-an 8%er, then humesd tn Lheir
mﬂﬂﬂdﬂm'ﬁhlﬁ.mw
[tk iaree: T speid Burkasgg arcund the WA list, 1 haven'L seen 49 ssuch talk oo & aingle sobject i was
veeniod For o couple of wooks darng the [mow Gmmoos) Wt - W= Koop -Sane Park Lipen-Durmg-
Public-Display delbate. Hlene's whai | ool cul during the exchonge of words:
Oy membsers ke pram,
Pm&mthﬂmﬂ:p.ii::iq:hyudhmﬂnﬁnﬂdl:mﬁmuﬂu
# Bew people wogk bard keepiag Sem Park open For shootieg (and sef up, s clepn up, and regstration,
andd food, awel clamses, and vending, and ...} s that 0 resd of s can hight lise, Choe & S folles bove
o burld their cam stulf We're all passionate oot cur Feefings.
I chimesed in oo the debate o vest one of my Susrtions during the st WWE - trying o get all of cur
ez i the sley bedine the ket line shi down. § ohserved thod we were rashing things so thal every-
o cou b Eaghil thair fuses. Wik you're dealing with rockots (or any ey of e lor thal matler), when
s nush Bmgs vou cam make mistakes. We made gare b0 waitch cach other®s backside (a5 was properk
and had 1 the lasd e 30 seconds hefiore the lin e s dosn on Susday. BATT - | was concemerd thal we
wee aaking for touble,
e idea that was floaied o the WA list was to keep shoolmg af Sara Park open dusing the Satuday
Public Dhsplay. [ thoaghi iles was an mhoesting idea becauss ® would allow for eatm time (and a safety
marginj in shood, bt presenied me with 8 quandary, | love the public display. I thisk thos the time and
efffon pad indo thege shirws i phesomenal. We only get i see showvs like this on TV, much kess get right
o clhosz 1o one, (o wand sdoics, om? Couple thowsed CRT) it [ sbio-love- 10 baild rockens. Li-
itg in @ fre -danges anc {whch, acoondng te var legiskation, covers all of CahBorms - including the wa-
bu"ﬂ;a]'lmrh';!hd—:m“w‘;hﬁkrmﬁdhmllmkdmrqiﬁnlhirimh
onme fa WWE, ' would rtfer build and sheat than t2 waich the Poblic Depluy.
This was & love/loveate thing, | kved Toth, But | peally love building and shooting, i would bate o
e 1l Public Dipley, During the jaren debare’, | wousd up being mivetepreted, mad, st e,
enmftarrinssd, and foend oul the Sllownig: Chr members REALLY hive pyro. Prefencacss s cxpris-
Epons off personal opanioms, and when you sy thal you peefer something over somebody else’s prelevence,
thry' G ot roally upse. Miore work poes on behind the scenes e [ ever knew. The WPA stalT goes
tha et ke EACH AND EVERY 'WYWH #o mabe sve we can gef all of sur yah-yahs off.
The falles who work o the Public Display do this o a labor of kove, and when | said | peefer soamething
IFmas oo peope otk i o
yaax ask rwn people opision, Foull et thooe answers.
Vot | hidl Eimel s (oo alll the shouling was over) is that the concers | had veene nol sebely my own -
ey wewe akeady visiced by olhers. The WA stall was already cralefing whal W do nexl year o alkea-
as well = looking iebon secoad skl shooting ares. The end resull was that oo mrembers can gel (heir
yah-yuhs ofTom the rocket line, we comld do i safely, ANTI (here's the best pom) | also pet to waich the
mmuymmﬂmmmnmamwmnmmm -

Ilhnllhllh:ﬂlrﬂpfmﬂwmlnﬂmdhm.ﬁ. The wanld of pymo ima vaned craft,
end Brying 1o Belfill everyhedy®s wishes is a mear impogsibde task. %'t that is exactly wihat cor staff &
iryiig 8o dov. Just thisk sbout the debate — sheol Noewerie of watch lireworka, Sheeshi- just the el we
g even lipht a sparklor withoat Lhe authoritics breathing, deown o neck 14 jposal! When clse camwe
evem Lhink dbowl it discussion? | hawven't heen around since the early days, ind | sometrees take il for
prembed that the privileges given

to me by the club kave shways been there, The pogs and the rales ars consianily being changed to help all
of s o, | guess | just Ban o ke some paticnce.

Yieah, Fm Jeoking ferward toihis year's Dot In The Desert, but ' abo beoking Forwand s launching
100 rockets in one boucues AN sesing the PO o the next WVE,

Whilz 1"en a it, here's something elss | Foand oot When piven the oppormnity, some mifors on the lin
a0 Wi Jori tomes 1 expiea themnmches,

{"W's nat casy beng green. " = Hey, | difn't besow: Rermit wos & pyeol)
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Uipinions. .. Kiel Adler

“The following opisiens mre in pesponse to & heated dissusion that eooumod on the WA
email list recemly.

Even though il 15 a mimonty of members whio would like o baep Sen Fark
open durmg the public dspluy, | feel they have a nght toenjiry the Blasi theeir way and | promise jo kave
the Bomrd take o fhex isse and so what we s come upwithe A the s e, | also wan bowat
il ihe response from this scwslemer comes oul in onder fo pel
m&fmrmﬁﬁm.q;ﬁqﬁ?.mm;mmgimm“m
requed from members abot seping Sam open. 1 i = a way of keeping Sara open with 2 nesponss -
Ble stad[ in ehargs, | see ao rrason why this cia't happen, ot leasi on 2 tnal basss, for next year,

Reganding the public disphy, | belirve fiat we do indead do the deplay for the members and
nod ot o plascale the city of Lake Havesu. 17 nol, whi do the overwhelsing magorty of members sup-
port and e it O COURSE we et ssoney from Havasn for ths and they do dectate wheam we can
b the daipliy s o public iafely concoms. [s this {thangirg sies) o pain in the bt T Ahschuiely.
Thut i thss is whal we have to do i order b pel. the full suppont o the City, 5ot i, in mey opinion. Lets
face it Fmding n place b0 hoeet o WWH withoul giving something bick ks potng 1o b ioogh, We doat
exacily huve & borg listof Cities beating diam cair doors and asking us %o pheses come and dishurh (he
peance in their iowma. 1F we coald find a way 4o hold the PD hack st Sam, everyone woald be happy, bui
it hean Rk 17k this is going I happen. Tioes
the PO move their poblic displays? Of cooss not. Wiy? Bevaes they bave HUGE sites with lots off
space e pearking ., and they ol o 5l tiokets 1o the public o help pay For the cviml, fhat's why.

Waat |0 grve wp ke DY Let's heaw from vou. [7ihe members would
rather fred have oo, Fllnun o past the city, 1e3 them lo keep their money, and we'll stay of Sam, Prm
happy to approach the City on this, bt | can't imaging them going for it By the way, | am carrently
talking wathi & Canadian compeey ahoot doing et years P The prodect will, s likely, all be Spn-
ish. We've never had the Camadions do o sherw Tor s and bow many off us barve seon this mick Sparmd
product befpre? Mhmmmwm1mmm55miwmmhgn
ol wast 10 =067 | believe so.

11 has been suggested thal we move a 18 pocked and s B shelb site in the Poing on Seherdsy 7
Kow Lhere's a logivical nightmane! Ane the vendors going 1o pack up asd sctop? Do we Tove the mas-
porwer in scfap shooting sitesT We had one WWE m the Poini and i was e (fin, ot insane), Them
simply & nof caough rooen io do both events thers, Asal | have already approsched e City on this wha
said no b oges dhaoting o the Point and ves 1o keepmg Sam open during the I

1i hum asben b sugpested that the PDY beom Sunday night 11 used i
ez, sl i e 90 hat we could end ihe [ias with open shooting, not with o shoet dey, a P13 and an
Alerglow. On ibe other bend, if vou want it refumed i Stdey gight, let me Iear Broes veu It bae been
supgpestied that we add another night of opes shooting, Wednesday, and & has boes staied that this puts a
burden om shooters b take anodher day of [, Mo whe has their priongies sorewed up? PGI basa 7 day
even and they o not secsa o have & problem with amendance. [F your passion & babding and shooting
fireworks, why i the wirld woulde you ke the extm tme of T I you're o hunser, you find fime o
B 1F you'ns a fisherman, you find the time to fish, When | was inso high powered mckess, | Boured the
tome [ atiend the lanches. Winterbluat nied o be 5 doywhen | joised A founh was sddel s tha
we'd ll herve extra time #o light fiuses, We see alfering an cxira meght bo come ol and sbool, FUST (e
hoblyyiste. Peesonally, 1 thisk that sy of vou need your vacafion schedules re-arangped, bul that is my
opinios, enos agiin.

[m respons: bo thote members who wasfed moee lime 1o play with ireworks, we added 5 se-
ored pyro evest, D I by the River. 18 &5 open shooting with po displays all &y for thiee dave. EVERY-
THIG, inchading ile sfierglous, are in ihe came plice and the hotel is st 2 loag walk from the hool
site, Wit e bme to play and ioe with MO lines? Go back 1o §6 and re-read the pricriifes pari. Even
il BT, with all of #f's members, docsnt offer a secoad event

I have pead {on the e liat) ihal the WA has gone away B (s onigisally staicd goals,
ook 'y oot sure ot 2 imese. "We still peomsoic the ar of pyroter hiics, still tzach (now Ewice a year) and
alill edfir an vutel o beam and participale. A1 S same time, by not limiling it's growth, dhe membs e
ship et chamged i chasacter, There ame two choices e go with (e Do, or eesiret foburs {and poss-
ity cvurrend) membersbip, 11 we want tés, than wi should disciss o of the peneral mectng Regardless
aof purpoes, il 14 alse impoctant 8o rememiber that ool everyone is going o be happy with the disb ALL of
kst famie, noe ALL of any of our events.

Conismed ompage 14
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Opinions... Kief Adler

b et wagpested dhat vwee Find 4 e siie for Winler Blasl. The contract with Havas is an
casy one o beak within 3 months of 8 Blast. That means that the met on i 4 dose deal, bl pol the
cnzafter that, | waould LOYE a new site, bui don't Save the fime 4o fnd ene. 1F o' méo i, Find wand
presenl # 0o the Board. | am meee than bappy o dreoms it | have spest quite o bit of time with one our
mrmhers brymg o pel hack to Metquie, bot it hain'l pooned oo, Geo find us another mres, O ke other
mmhihuwnmdhmrﬂunﬁmnmhdiﬂﬂmm Honthmeest area, Cobosadu,

Mexion, rvada, whatever, I you can find a sie, again, | am lisppy 1o
dizcuss i ard help with it

While we're all ot md begvy abonnt ths, Jel e peibenie 8 few things... mameicturing was
sever guile legitimieed al WWH, 10 oeby boen e pas ow i dal we bave encounged it ard ere-
miled a space forit. Mot to beal o dead horse, bl we alss added Dio [ B pren cvenons mans [ Hims,
Whe adden] & sepoerade st udent shell e b take fhe lood off open B, we added a hospitality arca Buis year 1o
mike vl members mose comluitable, we've boen lying moes equipment. Thene's more, bef this pisce
5 albroady doo bomg. Wt T rying s say 18 that wie have boon g bo sccommodit: evenyens amd
make things moee coméoriahle for all of you, the member, bak yoo can't pleade evergons. Al the #ine
fimm, Bithonigh voheiceriam was o g high this year for a change, the majocity siill doet’t do anysbng
and peiiing 20% of you s the General Mesting is near impossibie. THAT is where ihese disussions
sl be takong place. Fm bagppy to lead this cludy, | am happy to heae (rom e membsrzhip on sy
issue and | wold be boppicr 8o soe more of you offering to help, and 8o aftend the butines ausding. T'd
e ppstalic {0 see more thew pee pereos nan for pifics for
a change, o

Wanl tomake yosr voxe hized? Send anemail o WEA-Boand Sgrmoeoeg or EielEpmoong,
¥ow cim wrile meus i belles wxing e clab's addnos (foand elsewhers m the: newalene) i woadon't
lorvo et And, moet Tmportant, you can ol lend the Nusinees BMeetng ot Wimtor Blast. Girve me 2
Bours of your tieme opce B year b gee what's going on and neake your opadon beard. Above afl chie ket's
sermersber oo other thing. Weall have cas commen kove, and thal's fireworks. Lel's work 1 all oud and

thea let's ewpoy thes, topether,

Opiniens. .. Steve Wilson

“Uine o Ghi Dol [opics (hese Sy s Sboul e puob: desplay ol e THa i alul T Dot 10 Seve B Beot
of everyone imvolved. Since we started doing the peblic display o Spectator Peinl, a whole hoet of dil-
Teeresi things bovre ocoemed. On the positive side 1he citizens of Lake Havasn Oty pel a display micowa
unliks anyiking else they soeall vear bong, This slso relieves the congestion on Highuay 95, belping om
tha Highoay Patred and other crergency services.
Thie bessfit for he WA is (et they peta kckbork from the city buescily oqual o what we've heen
pasing for cur pablic disphry; about $15,000 lalely. Good public relations are abs realied.
The dowafall of moving the dapday is tho we aoe forced to shet doan oor whaole operation 2t SARA )
Pak {the primary resen we poto LHC), stop open shooling, and canse o 1000 or so atten decs into
melocate 7 miles ponth, kaing te i the poocess i s, patking and bsbling annd i (he &k
Ui yesar we tried ding the whole comvention o the poil and i was a legisscal nightman, partacalacy
wihem il o o dlisfnces. for laepe shell shooting smd aleo in Serms of memties. They just anm’s many
sty o Spectaion Poimt! There ar: however some beaches, ome Dicing Rotary Park, ssitnble for
shooting ¢lass © dmd a cove facing away From the pubbic display setup, patoct (o moslet and small dhell
shooting. Black 1o this laler. I have always contended that the Wesiem Winker
Tikeest is for e WA mermbers maad not {he bocal peblic, Histonically, when we staried (he [Masts, the
naime “puble display™ {aad sony other (hiags) were jst copied over from e PG, O first “pablic
display™ i Mbescpiite MV was virbsilly urseen by the local public. 1 was 2 weekend knale pi tegether
primarily s bae separaiz sepments by Fred May md Ron Dixon. We were dam teppy fo have the diz-
plays, bt public? Fonly saw o fow cars thel pulled oves on the ssde of the imterstae, no doabt puzzling
o iy Tieworks wene poing ofl there momid Febouary, m the nedr frecring dreezle!
Crver the years in Havasu the Jocals figured oot what we were thing 7 males ot of loom and decided (0
come and walch, Witkan 2 few mors years SARA Park on Sundsy night was the ot ticket.
Bl my povollsction 8 that we staod dong Sis evenl for oar emsbers wiso weantal (hell, resdedihie
Conrimued om med page ..
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Opinions... Cont. from pg. 16... Steve Wilson

come & the: Blast s buy, make and above all, sheot the soeiT they made. Guys who come end build
ruckets on sile {did you check cut mamsfactustog this yoar?) am just getting their sno diaked in by
?u;ﬁ?qh Except now we're selling them they potta fimksh up snd shn down sardy on Salunday_

Cine: plans b reamedy this sitesion is i keep o skebeton enow on booed at SARA snd bt thaose who want
mmnuﬂmmmhhhﬂmﬁm&ﬂwﬁh}'ﬂm-dwmﬁml'd
Bk b proposz ancther idea: Move some open shooting %o Specenion Peint before and afler e public
display. Ia this way, the poople of THC would get mose fireworks, and we woukdn't have to feave
mhthmd,pmﬂ}'mmmmd'  prodhacts
Thes i b wee could pall ihis of: -
W sinet Satunfuy moening knowing fill well diat SARA Park will close at 5 PM. However, sll day
Saturday we bt our members who west 10 shoot that gighe bond 2 portable magazive (Jesve the e
tﬂutﬁulh‘:rgmhlmm{t ARAPM the dodrs e shd on the legal magazine which then lakes
everything north o the secura beaches of Spectator Point, At SPM SARA Park (wheoe sest shooting
buts been allowed all day) = closed. Period. The members go i difnér, bt their hotel reoms sdior
Yook = Barboous Ball's which has coaveaiently alse moved 1o Spectator Point, Karlier in the afiemaocn
a wirkshop on site sot-up has coineidiatally prepared modest bul complete arcas for shosting C, rock-
s el =mmaller shefls, AL S PM open shooling begins right om schedule, withou misng a beal. Amy
ene with kurger materiad (5° shells phis) or maferial suitable for exhibition has alvesdy registered and
prepared i shoo! their Bems i concert with the Exhibitios Chairmoan and e Pulilic Display Coosd
nm.bmnhmmcmw:hmmumuhwmww
display and nesames when 1t i over and docmod safe. AL 10:30 FM, or 50, all shooting stops and we
have a beach. boafire i bern oo trash, firsh the rest. of Jay's wine and bangie i ks M. Themus
and the Pyrockers,
There ane several spin off benefits that 1 see coming out of trying this. To pull off the moveseat of
firewarics 4 amother |ocation and discharging ihem dvere a few bogal hundles that must bemet. The
o0d news i that this is all stff our members need W know anyway, Obtaining EX numbers, irans-
poiting explosives, filling oul o bl of ladisg and fog book, and setting up saife shooting sress are all
g wer oould bzam and do &2 we coocuss much a plin
Une of the the thisgs I"ve kearsed over the years is that fireworks and freworks diplays an: podable.
I Eact, the soomer veg wiork as an orgamtation o prove this, the seoner wa will have fireworks cveats
wccepled in more plces, Consider for the moment bow yis eould benefit vour local Lion"s Club o
ﬁtﬁM}ﬁﬁﬂﬂfﬂyHWmn@|FGJu1l'PAmhdmttuﬁ

danr aca 10 , bransport and discharpe feeworks sakely s
e "

¥ open. siheme, | belwve, everybody wing, N sbootng i lost, the vendors

actually gain sadex opportnity, the people of Lade Havasu get MORE firoworks, and the goals of the
orparizalinn s fulfilled.
D | s anyone._ ok the Asmwil G

—... el send therm io Rotary Park so dhe locals can get an up JFont experience, -]

Opinions... Ron Dixon

Ta PD or not to PD,,, that is the question T
Ah yes, the Winter Rlast is over and time to ponder those good times, One of the best at-
tended times wese the aflerglows. Woed has it, that i you want to buy the next keg, then
srou get the microphont and can make a litthe speesch befoee they crack that thing. Sounds
like & prefty good deal if you want everyone to listen to you for 5 momend.
Last week | was rummaging around throagh some old, very obd, WPA papers and | came
across & couple of interesting docaments. One was two pieces of arange paper, stapled &
the bop, and copied oa both sides. AL the top it said “Western Pyrotechnic Assn, Newsleiner
Movember [1989%, Imagine that. 1t went on to say “The next meeting of the WPA (wes. the
entire WPA) would be on Satunlay, Movember 4 i San DNego. The meeting will start al
l'.'ﬂk.lfﬂ'u'ﬂ'nnpq‘r Ja.
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Opinions... Cont. Ron Dixon

12:00 oon amd will e Beld st a restaumant called Dekicer™s Bar B Coe™, This place sewis
meyhe 30 if you are lucky.
I read e s noted the next sticle said ©* W.PA. %o Incorposate. Semething about Kark
Wray hard at work pustisg together the necessary *Anticles of Incorporation”, Hammemm,
| cbtzined & copy of thess Articles of Incorporation and read what they said: "Bach piarpase
fiosr wisich this coeporation is foemed are pheastre, recreation, and other non-profitable pur-
poses and are to (1) promote and encourage te safe, legal and artful wee of pyrosechnics, (2)
promote the legal production and sale of high quatity pyotechnics, (3) channel the crestive
eneries of taleated people into design, productions and display of kigh quality pyrotechaics
through trasing, demossimtion, sharing of knowledge and the cxsmple: of the memership.
Motwithstanding any other provision of these astickes, this corporation shall nod engage 1n any
wetivilics of exercise sy powers that are nol in furtherance of the purposes of thas corpora-
thon,”
WO, that says a ot Maybe just maybe we all should read this just oee more ime.
I recall that newsletter of 1959 and the riny WWH | ol Mesgaiie. | also recall taking the
cheek book from San Diego Fireworks and coverisg the Public Display, the reatal of the
trucks, the wse of the mortars and racks, e certificates of imsurance, the firing systems, (he
ready bowes, the permits, and ol yes, the wire, tape nails and all that was required to make
thee firss theoe blasts a sucoess. You recall in my opening paragraph | made mention of 5§
v by (e ke, you get fo make (ke speech™ | think the kegs wosld have been cheaper and
meuch less risk. So, 1 guess 1 qualify to make a spesch,
Anceher thing 1 recall sboul Mesquite was the pouring rain whibe all of w3, and 1 mean all of
the membership dropped shells andd wired them inta the finng strips. O Fred May was pu-
ting the last few bams of medical tape on his Wizerd Brand #1 shells, just befoee they went
o the mortars, When i came fime for ihe display, all the membership were in cur cars with
the windshield wipess geing Full speed and the window cracked just eoough to bear the mu-
gie. When ihe 1812 Owerture hit the last three bars, the bores honked and 8 bunch of soggy
gays wepe naming anound giving ‘high fives”. WOWI
As the lyrics of a 603 song savs “Whet s loog, strange trip i&s” been', From a haedfial of ex-
berant members, sanding in the pourmg raim droppig shells for the first Public Display, 1o
laest year where the WPA rented 400 chairs for the membership only seating, to this year
wien the WPA cested 500 chars For the membership only seating, and o s6ill wes ool
enomgh. This does not count the “Tailgaters' that were assersbled in the parking lol of the
Nautical Ins, whick took every avnilable space from ke convention cenber 1o the "WEA
Only” gate. Largest crowd 10 view the PD in & long, bong time.
There & & message kere that is boud asd elear, iT cur cardrums sull work afer standizg nexd (o
Tig Dick azed his ground sabuics. The message 15 that the Public Display has bom an istepnl
pat of the Winter Elast from the start, The message also is that Third Article of Incorpora-
tice | ) sintes we are going o “chanmel the creaiive energies of talenied people inbo design,
productions and display of hagh quality pyrotechnics”. The real meat of the artiche is in the
Inst sentence, which ststes “this corporation shall nol engage i any activilies of exercise amy
pevveers that are not in fartherance of the purposes of this corporaticn.”
Clearly the (laming emads that have atiempted to polarize the WPA, into the extremes of 'To
Py, or Mol 1o PD” are “red in furthemanoe of the purposes of this corporation™
A most of you know, | awned and aperated San Diege Ficeworks from 1981 through 1994,
Prioa bo that and after that | performed thousands of displays for California Fireworks Display
andl Inter Pyro-Spectacalars, Inc. | have a gpecial place in my keant for the poblic display. 1
abso hove » special place in my heast for those that create pyrodechnic devices through their
Contimeed on nexd page.,
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Opinions... Cont. Ron Dixon

creative jaices and linuited resources. As the owner of 2 digplay cempany, 1 could nol
spend tme and resources im ihe research and development of aew and innovative producis.
Many of the new products we added 1o our product line, were prodocs thal wene aeated by
members of the WPA. These prodiects were exciting and ndded the fresh look we needed 1o
be competitive in the market place.

The Pubdic Display also provides a genwine oppociusily 1o mest sew mensbers and potentisl
licensees that all display companies desperately need on the Foorth of Joly, The opport -
nity wr-observe neophytes working arousd the complexities of 2 large public display gives
valuable insight into the individual that canmot be oblained elsewhere.

¥es, there is some compensation from the City of Lake Havasu for having the PD at the
"Poima” in lien of SARA Raceway. Frankly o makes 8 lot of sense for the WPA znd the
City, No more near fsial sceidents on 1295, no moeo extensive libor by the ShendF 1o con-
trol traffic, more peopde can et a belter view of the display from all over L1IC, 2nd yes, the
City puls some mosey m the coffers of the WPA. | goess that is in case ong of you fails to
step up-and by the next keg, LHT has it covered for you, Al ves, ane more reason for
having the FD af the Poant, it allows open shooting to continze while the PD is safely being
st op and bnaded far away from bome meude bullets. 1 do not thisk it 55 fax to (he company
that produces the PO, normally donates thoasands of (heir own dolkar in addiGen tothe
WEA budget, 1o have open shooling geéng on concurrenily and distracting froen the P
Conversely, | do nol think it i fair ta the person that bas spent bundreds of bours plecing
these ten pasted layers on tieir £ shell, 0o nod kave the oppostusity to display fhis creative
masterpicoe ta the entire membership, and have ils” moment in the sky.

Open shooting B & vital part of the Winterblast, The Public Display is o vital part of the
Winterblast, The challenge for the officers is 1o schedube a forom for each Lo have their
uneanlested moment im the sky. Ewch is a vital chariered puspose for which we exsi.

After seeing bow well the Officers of the WPA have handled challenges to our chub in re-
cenl montis, | have all the confidence in ke world that \hey will find a mutsally beneficinl
solution to this one as well. As Rodney King said “Why can't we all just get along?™

Raon Dixen

Lifetime Member, WFA

E‘nngl‘nlﬂnﬁﬁns. o Don Oesterle

Congratulations to Dallas and Rita Oesterlc.
This June they will celebrate their 40th wedding anniversary.

WINTER BLAST 2002 Video Tapes Available!

One hour VHS Video Only $9.58, Shipping Included.
See Http://pinetree.com/pyro for details
Or send a check for §9.58 to...
Bobbie Piety
P.0O. Box 572
Saratoga, CA 95071

I



How 1 spent my Summer Yacation in February Bryant Bischol

*_inze “expezis” im the mdusiry could be found just aboul everywhere one would
fturmn. " Actually the only thing in comamon wilh my lite 2nd this sitsebe 18 the weatier, et mec sedl
you, the weather i Lake Havasu City was just ke semmier in the great Pacific Morthwesl The
weather wis gheoluely (masticl

Whas this snicle is about surrounds eey fird visit to the WE'A Winter Blast. Ball Zuber
ol oo me For ke Lt twe vesrs 0o join WPA and attend this evest. Jor Hobbard whe mads
s firs 1rip Jast wear joined bn om Bill%s moging. Bill, Laurs, and Jon all made the trek so the 2001
Winter Hilast phae Fall's “T30 [T evest and had sothing but the bighest secolsdes,

My wale Rotes and | sade the devision ko see what all tBe boopls waz shout, Yos mes
st mealize primarily one brand X indivadual that | no longer work for or assocele with poversed
my uphringig in the pyrotachnics. 1don't mean o make (his soesd like 2 slas, bul jugets the
neacoding on whie | had 0 much apprehension sboul makang that trap.

Whal you don™ know is, 1 was broaght up in this industry believing the PGL WA, and
evem Lhe APA was made up of iofs, pyro crazy maniacs, and people with cpo’s i bag, as thar
lousy attitucdes. This indociniration didn’| stop fhere; those descriptions would (i the meaimes of
the cwners and ceews of companies we competed against in the MW venues.

So uzdenslanding my méndsel, anybody that's been there, will realize my firs shock was
wheerving tha groal sdtitude of pym’s and 1he company mepreseniatives alleding this cvenl. The
people wem greal and the atfibedes were beyead reproach. The
enbin event seemed well cogandred, safety was ever present, and most of all the opportunity to
Jeam, see, snd do Wk everywhere.

If1 were 1o dig for clemeaix of disappointments, thas would be the Bt 14 comgole.

1.1 diddn join in and go thone sooer!]

21 leaaned (ke slable of pyro’s | was a part of, isa®l the besl irafeed and mest keowlodgeable inthe
andasry. Dhowgver some real top of ling people ane missing greal opporenibics i leam fhare i5n'n
a war poang o in 1he imdusiey and thens s oeally mech smont bo beasn, Thal ses up my deppaine-
mrciils, and alwalinely none of those were the Bault of the 'WRA. Mow the highlights of the WA
evend o pet s arlicle back on the happy pote it was imended!

Some drue “eapents” in the indetry could be frand just aboum everywhere one wauld
cam. Ready to tafk e trade, share thedr experiise, snd Nt ont tell some great sorses, 1 yom want
to waich firewnrks, come 3080 pm you can view 10 your besats coatent unil the elnse of cpen
shwoting. Whether yous imlesest s i sparklers and snakes or pockets and 127 shells, it o there!
You'll need a messense to get the iinks ot of your neck For trying S0 waich & all.

Then the “Afterglow™! Piciuse a roces packed 1o standing room caly of pvo's and all
you can al or dink s there really anything efue (hat peeds 10 be maid? A level of camarsderie
unmmadched and for me if wes a fofal shock since | had hees told by my past mentor that be bad
almost gone 1o bbows mamy i that room, o i

The trade sheow ook me ek 1o my afiney_ . drealimg, fots of dool. 1'm sure Magic
Fire and Pyromale companies reedad paper towels to clean up afier my lingermg around gheir € s
bles. It was aguin an oppormmity o mingle with the peofessionals,  Bobin
and | bath spent feee listening o Fon Dixen share kis knowdedpe sad could have blocked up his
baoth all day, Defiritely o placs your checkbook and plastic could become depleted of may mone-
tary value in & hurry,

I yesw're emper b Beam, classes will whet youe sppetite from mlling staes (o (s Law
e jut shoul everyikisg in between, Very plving profeasionaly domale their time and Imowledpe
in support of our pyrotechnic industry. [ wies in awe of the knowlodpe base that wa in attendamee.
Al thess years prior 1o Uhds vissl, | was convineed | was affilissed with the pinnacle of inteliipens.
By Horwdy, was | Buinbled in a quick kurry,

1| was asbod the question “Will you go agaiaT™ my answer will be “Robin and | made
reservitions the mormang we checked out!™. In fact we made reservations fof cuf knds, Fanda and
Kxle, who also shoot shews sed comvinoed Them this cvent is a must?

..., yeah the London Dridge was cood too! Fhus they have an “Tn and Out Rarger”
there, and for an obd 5o Cal kid that Double Dooblz is hard 1o heat,

I8

Unmixed Flash Powder Chris Sparrell

I like the nice big THUMP of 4 salute at the end of a whistle rocket's
sereech. But I et this weind fesling in the pit of my stomsch when I'm
mixing a batch of fash in the desert, Even though I'm wearing cotton
and using anti-static spray | still get zapped by a static spark when 1
slide ncross my car seat and touch the door frame. 've beard that
those little sparks have more than enowgh eénergy to set off flash,

3o | was rebieved but a bit skeptical when the WPA banned the open
mixing of flash in the manufacturing arex, How good would the flash be
if 7 parts of potassium perchlorate and 3 parts of aluminum were added
separatcly and then mixed after the device was sealed? Imagne how
humiiliating it would be to have a weak THUMP. Imagine how much less
rich my religions life would be withowt a tub of mixed flash prompting
spontaneows prayer. | decided to go along with the program and shake
thosa rocket beadings after they were assembled.

To help with the mixing | ball milled the potassium perchlosate with !
{.5% Cabosil (fumed silica). This makes the stuil Now almost like a

fhaid. I hasl finalky rum out of the German Black a friend had given me

about 20 years ago. It was the old fashion stff from Westech. [ found

the new Indian Black Aluminum was tbe only alaminum that eqgualed my ok
German Black in reactivity, (But | haven't tested them all gither). |

didn't do anything to that staff. It secmed 1o mix well on it's own

But you know how it goes at Winter Blast, [ had been building and
kibitzing all day and now it was time to cleanup and 1 hadn't findshed
miy rockets. Worse vet, | needed to set up (he Ghost Mines demo (WWE
20077}, A boddy of mine came by and asked i1 needed help. What a
Godsened! He took on the task of sticking and fusing my rockets. He even
carricd them over to the "B” rocke line magnzine for me.

After the Ghost Mincs were shot, | rushed over to try some of those
rockets. [ Jove whistle rockels and mine were doing a good job of

flying and thumping. After 1 had lit about three it dawned on me that 1 had
never mexed the flagh powder in their heading, Just the modest amount
of kendling had been sufficient to mix the flash. 1 took the next one

and shook it and rolled it then shook it a lile more, From that 1 got

a lightly louder bang, but not by much,

S0 now I have given up all notion of mixing fash. The whistle rockets
I shot ad "Do-N" and all T skot at Winter Blast this wear all had
“an-mixed” Mash, No mare boking into that gray tub of flash. I sleep
botter at night. 17 1 want to get scared, Il go sce a scary movie,
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Do [t by the River IV Joe Pleffer

General Meeting Minutes February 17, 2002

1t that timne agais brother and sister pyvos. Timse to 221 our ites on the
Ird weekend m October, 171k thre the 19k, for Do-1i 1V, | missed Winter
Blast this vear seud T jusi can't wait io light some visco and smel| some
burming whistle mix. Properdy prepared (wet mix) and contained in & rocket
motor of course,

1 thrink et years Do<I1 was the best ever and | Bave been to afl 3, Kedos

to all mvolved for pulling off a great cvent, [ would really hike to see

same new faces come Inlhis}nnﬂ:-lLlf}ﬂ:l‘n‘unﬂhmnlum of
these, you really must eoene and check il oul. 1t 38 8 much moee 5elaoed and

inlimate pyro pel together. You can walk to the heael. [ iz mght next 1o the Colorade river,

1900 ropms, 00 beeakfnstz. Amd 1o Sop it all off, our kotel i 2 casined How can you go
WTOngT

This years De-lt is shapisg op to be the best vel. A BIG (hark you 1o Ann

Hall and Jay Brown. They have stepped up and affened o pravide food this
year, Ans and kasband Make provided tbe sals fog us the bt 2 years and |

can still taste the polish dogs. This year they hoge to bring us a greatly
exparbed menu. 1 can't waik,

We are nlsa planning betier aflerglows, Anyone oul there thal wamts o
gponioe an alleghow, we wunl o hess fam youl. Thanks Lo Riss Laurie wha
has agreed, after some prodding, to be the co-chair of the event. | am sare

that thes will not be os bectic for you as | heard Winter Blast was .

The kst couple of events has seen voluntoeszsm ot 11's best amd [ am
counting om our membership to keep up the irsdition. Without velunbeers, we
dont higve am event. Without safeties, ro one ghoota, W don't get the site

setap and, God forbid, we don't get the site cleased mp. It will only cost

o a few hours of yoir Bime but it wall be well worth al.

&0, remember fo mark yous calendare for ihe 17-19 of October, We have booked
0 bleck of moms for thase dales, We also have some ronms blocked for the
Esth for thase coming in eacly ti help selup.

Yo can cafl (he Avi botel and casino at; B 284 2946 asd give them booking

#7253 For the WPA, Rates will be the same as last year. S19.00 Wed -- Thus, asd $40.00 on

the weckend, Do not forget to chieck oot our websile for more mfio as 1l becomes availahle
Check 11 oot at: wPa.p)mdmim.nrg_

IF vou have any questoans, you can email me a1 pifeffer_insusanceiiemeil. msn com, or

Russal: RussEpyrecig

*k*FIREWORKS VIDEQOS FOR SALE*#w##
#38. The 2002 Western Winter Blast X111 at Lake Havasu,
Arizona. Includes Bruce's terrific 20 and 60 pound
rociets, open shooting, Saturday in town and Sunday on
site demos. Two bours. $15.00. 37, The 2001 NFA
Expa, Omaha, Nebragka., Three days of new class C and
some B fireworks. 3 howrs. $13.00. #36. The 2001 PGI
Convention at Appleton, Wisconsin, 8 hours, $25.00.
Send for list of 38 videos. Eldon Hesshberger, 15707 Allen
Avenue, Belion, Mo, 64012, 816-331-5297.
GGG T a@aol.com.,

H

. Mlesting opened 12:0%
Board members in sttendanse:
Kiel Aaler, President
Dom Diesterde, Vice Presiden
Kathy Baird, Treasurer aed acting Secretery

Matios to spprove minutes of the general meeling, 2001. Motion passed by a

UANEMLS Vobe.

3 Motion ko spprove Compensation policy for Winter Blast 2002, Motica passed by
A TnanETEE vole,

4. lutroduction of Kunt Medlin {for Steve Wilsen) to give a brief hissory of the West-
e Pyrolechnic Association and the parpose behind starting the organdzation,
Around 1988 Niels Anderson, Mark Wray and Steve Wilson had begun organizing
people in California w give them an outled for pyios Fom & “restrictive state” (CAL
This I:Id b an orpanization for collectars, shooters, hobbyists, and peofestionals
fo confer.

5, Upsdlste on Palmer case: Palemer dropped the case. We were reimnbursed | (0%
from the insurmncs compasy For our Jegal expenses. Al kegal prast money obe
taimed from the FG1 was reimbursed to them, Our thanks to Brooke & Cloyd and
Dhan Spealfoge] fior their diligence in this case. A plaque was presesied to Doug
Mawhoer for bas cudstandiag work on the case.

6. Discussion conceming allowing menshers to be a reference for othes fambly mem-
bers om their membership applications. Frances Marquez recommends we allow
om; referenee o be a famidy mensber and the cther to be o general member, Oihers
did mot believe this 1o be a valid ssue for copeem
Bill Daly presented motion: to allow family members as references. Motion sx-

oaded,

Mlotion was passed by a unanimois vote,

7. Kl Adber brought discussion about the possible need for grester controd over
Winber Blass,

Does the event seed a lest of governing nules 3nd consequences?

Frances Marquez says there are geay sreas that need clarifying.

Another member stwted that sales and purchases nales need fo be decided on with
the vendors and vendor chair, Another ides was discssed about safety nubes and
The need for these fo be made by the gafety chair of the event.

Kiel suggested this iz & stalf izie and board problem snd the izsoe will be sent
buck b the Winler Blast commitiee.

B Treasurer's repon,

Profit and Loss statemment was pubfzshed in the last newsleiier.

Mumbers om the current WE ase nol comsplete vet, snd will be snnounced in (b
nest sewsletier,

Cuorrent WE has 509 total (#55), consisting of 473 members and 436 guesis,

9. Life Members & Awands:

Life membership given to Kert Medlin. This awsnd was bong overdae for (he years
of dedication snd service that Kunt has given the WPA since §i's formatios.

Kief gave a plaque of gratitede to otitgoing treasurer Kaihy Baind for a job well
dane on her 3=year temm,

10, Election of new officers conducted by Don Oesierfe.

Hfice of President:
John Steimberg momizated Kief Adler, Kiel accepied and ran unchallenged,
Kiefwas re-slected by & usinamoiis vale,
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Wice Prezident: weither position up for election thiz year.

Treasuser

Russ Lauric was nomizated by Brian Erfarth for the positon. Russ sccepied and
ran wnchallenged.

Russ Laurie was elecied by a uBaninos vote,

Secretery:

Bill MeGregos saminated Fill Salverson. Jill accepted and ran unchallenged.
Il Salverson was elecind by 2 uranamoss vole,

Area Vs
Hogthern Califomnin: Steve Wilsom
Horthwestern LS Bill Zuber
San Jeaquin Valley: Lynden King
Las Angeles Area: Chris Spuseell
San Deego Arca: Joe Mad=ianczyk
Arizona Nevadn; Judd Herberger
Feschoy Wil Area: Charlie 'Wikson
Esslem Foreign: Jahn Steinfberg
Hawailan Area: vacan to dale

11, ©Hd Phasiness:
SARA Park racetrack now being controlied by Lake Hrvasy City and im-
provensents there will be cosing.

12. Hew Business:

¥ Should we move membershap renewalds to Aog/Aug - tabled by the new
secretany for furiber consideration,

»  New members, especially first time fireworks builders, would like a ter-
minclogy handost i the negistration packet, “Pyro for Dumemsies™ to he
written by the Winter Blast staff.

s  Feances Mamquez sees a need (o add a manufactaring chairman ta the
WH chairs; With appropriate comp package for the position.

o Cinownd Salute Comemitiee: dropped by the board becsuse of 100 karge 2
hazzard.

»  Rill Daly wants the club to consider offering a life membership for abewt
£300.00. The Board will be locking il this possthify.

»  Should the Dot regisirations be lowered by »at including t-shirts, Mol

Meeting rdjovrmed al 124 pm

_WPA Board of Directors Meeting  March 26, 2002

Confercnce call attendees: Kief Adler, Don Oesterle, Dimitr Timohovich, Russ Laurie,
Jill Salverson

Apendy

Call to order: 805 pm .

1. Approval of previous meeting’s minwtes. Kief moved to approved previ-
ous meeting"s minutes. Dimitri seconied, Motion passed.

2. Wimlcr Blast wrap up report—Puss and Don: WWE13 broke even, ex-
pecting monies from Blse Book Films and County of Maojave. Mmor in-
juries were incurred in manufacharing. Comments from summaries were
positive. Regisiration went smouthly, Next year, Russ snd Dan will go
over list of staf¥ 1o help out registration with any confision. Kicf: the
reason the Bilast will just break even isbecause of sdditional equipment
and sponsorship l:ll'aﬁtrg]gz'q‘:l.

i Reimbursemient 1o Lynden King for supplies and damaged
cyuipment, WA will reimburse Lynden King for damage to
hard hats and Firing system, S1E9.00 total,

1, Treasuner's R-l'.:[h'l"l - s
o Currend Profil and Loss stadement: Jan. | — Mar 21, 2002, Profic:

S17. 14K lrom membership

S 15,00 lonations

L5200 WWE Registration
Tolal:  SESA400

Loss:  SE0E5  will be mnsle up when Blue Book and Mojave
AETH S COME 1.

b,  Bunk Balance: Riss doesn’® live exncl aumbers, between S30-
SHIK

4, (OFF RECORD)

5 Mext Mewsletier— Dimitri:

Dreadline for next newsbketler is May o oanmiligs on 8oy 15, Kext
newsletler will be Augwst, Too late for 1 D=0 registnition forms, Registm-
tion for Do-It will have to be a separate mailing. 2™ regiatrsion foms can go
out i August Mewsletier.

a, Mhseussion regard ing the Poblicabions VI¥being oncharge of te

WWE program ~ fabled until Tere Pasand pylge.

6. Dali

o, Com med |-::J¢]:| container on sile, Cirep syl D poasmn om liis
PrOpETlyY.

b, Meadio start building and collecting: secoml sibe cpipament

¢ Foodand afterglows

d.  New hotel requirements means we will e lomger gl (les and
chairs for free

e, Jay Brown proposed to take over allenpgloa. Ao FRIT will e
food agnin.

T Bhoubd we purchase hardhats at ST3.H0 for 307" Dioatai o eleck it
vests aml hardhats at o lower cost,

B Should we purchase Pyro Movelties remwining tools sl mugs i wse as
event gifis at 50%% off7 (3306) Don 8 muges und 28 naalis lvils.  ap-
proved,

9, Should we purchase non-removable stickers For clulb prescsans? [
o handle. - approved

10, Do we want to add inks for retail FW s csiabfishienis o e welsae?
Kief moved to ot approve, Dimitn scconced. — sinsbion G il appeove
carricd.

11, Request from Steve Wilsom to fund major arca mechingg lonr 5148
{reimbursed by sales to members) be view Drewisrks Trosn Dlse bay by
barge? Our insurance docs not cover arca events, Mgt demial,

12, Jll moved to sljoun, Kief seconded, Mol aljommmed 008 pi,



