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The life and times of bemg the WPA Presadess | 2t's see so &r s been great! after
finding a new home for DO IT kst vear and bavme 0 deal with the send and wind
things went well. next was the raim ssonm Som bell 2 thes vears PD at WWE. Now we
had to find another new home thes vear for DO IT. bopefally this will be our home for
good, don’t know for sure. Now I"'m movimg from So Cal wo Nor Cal. | would say that

the last year or so have been every meeresime !

[ hate bios. [ really do. If vou wamt o 12k shout the latest rocket technigue, or how to
get those really deep bines without any red flame fringing, or how either one of us
became a WPA member. then cawch me at the afterglows. Bios are interactive events,
usually starting with the pluase: “You won't believe this, but...” AND also — thanks to
all of our voluntesrs. You foks rock!

Vice President

Secretary's Musings

I had a great time at Winterblast. The help at registration was the best ever. The money
taken in every day matched up with the records from the day. 1 enjoyed the afterglows
more this year since | met more members. Thanks for being so nice al registration and

for such wonderful friendships formed.

While T loved cooking for the staff over the last few events, now [ get to play with
money!

Treasared

Ann Hoflfman

| started in the club in 2002 as just another thump junkie. After that, | became an area

VP
for San Diego and now [ am on the BOD. Most of vou know me as “Evil” Tim, but I
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The life and times of being the WPA President. Let’s see so far it's been great! after
finding a new home for DO IT last year and having to deal with the sand and wind
things went well, next was the rain storm from hell at this years PD at WWB. Now we
had to find another new home this year for DO IT, hopefully this will be our home for
good, don’t know for sure. Now ['m moving from So Cal to Nor Cal, | would say that

the last year or 50 have been every interesting !

I hate bios. I really do. If you want to talk about the latest rocket technique, or how to

get those really deep blues without any red flame fringing, or how either one of us
became a WPA member, then catch me at the afierglows. Bios are interactive events,
usually starting with the phrase: *You won't believe this, but...” AND also — thanks to

all of our volunteers. You folks rock!

Secretary's Musings

I had a great time at Winterblast. The help at registration was the best ever. The money
taken in every day matched up with the records from the day. | enjoyed the afterglows
more this vear since | met more members. Thanks for being so nice at registration and

for such wonderful friendships formed.

While [ loved cooking for the staff over the last few events, now [ get to play with
money!

Treasurer
fnn Huffman

I started in the club in 2002 as just another thump junkie. After that, | became an arca

VP
for San Diego and now | am on the BOD. Maost of you know me as “Evil” Tim, but |
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A Message From The Editor

This being my first newsletter as VP of Publications, 1 hope it is everything you have hoped and

waited patiently for. I have tried to include articles of interest to everyone, as well as candid shots

from events past and present. Any suggestions you may have for future newsletters are greatly
appreciated. Please keep sending in those photos and articles! We are a large club of professionals,
and to share vour knowledge with others is one of the best ways for all of us to grow into something
bigger and better than we already have become. This first newsletter took me some time to get out.
There was a large learning curve, and I hope [ have learned all of the little things that slowed me down
the first time. Hopefully, the newsletters will come out much more timely in the future now that [ know
litthe things like what the printer wants, how he wants it, why he wants it that way etc.

Current Active Membership Totals

Here they are in alphabetical order:

Alaska 5
CA Central 120
CA Northern Bay
CA San Joaquin
CA Southern
Canada

Eastern

Hawan
Morthwest

Rocky Mountains
Southwest 54
Texas 3
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WPA BOD Minutes April 21, 2005

Call to Order 8:14 pm
Conference Call attendees: Russ Laurie, Tom Calderwood, Rita Oesterle, Ann Huffman and
Tim Thompson.

1. Approval of mimutes from the general meeting at WWB 16 minutes were approved by the BOD.
2. The final approval of these minutes will be at the WPA general meeting held at WWEB 17.

Motion by Tom Calderwood; Seconded by Tim Thompson

a. Russ Laurie researched our BY LAWS to determine if a BOD member could also be an arca VP,
There is no mention as to any conflict; therefore, Tim Thompson is WPA San Diego area VP.
b. The WPA Hawaii arca VP position 15 open.

2. Treasurer's Repornt
Jan 1, 2003 thru March 31, 2005

Starting balance £32,556.18
Total Income $118,342.53
Total Expenses % 78,521.63

Bank Balance 5 66,517.16

WWBEB and DO IT account for about 90% of our funds collected. Membership fees make up the
Remaining funds. The membership fees are used to pay for the admunistrative fees including
insurance (about $38,000), taxes if incurred, newsletter publishing, etc. Ann Huffman will be
sending in our taxes to our CPA on April 22, 2005.

WPA saved about $12,000 by having all WWB 16 events at SARA PARK. The savings came from
not having double payments for security, clean up and equipment rentals. Gate donations at the public
displays were about $6,000. The auction brought in $7,000.

WWE 16 expenses were about 52,000 over the budget. Detailed figures were not available. Russ said he
would send Ann the budget sheet for WWB 16. Ann can then break out the actual expenses down to the
VArious -:hm.rpermn levels. We hope to have only a small amount in the "other” category. The BOD

can then review them before the next meeting and be ready to discuss any issues about the expenses being
over their budget.

ACTION ITEM: Russ Laurie, Ann Huffman and the entire BOD

3. Secretary's report

The membership requests are very slow now. Every time there is a renewal or new member, the BOD and
Kelly Goebel get a new email list of club members. WPA has a membership in the National Fireworks
Association. Russ Laurie mentioned we may wish to upgrade our membership 1 level. WPA can advertise
in their publications. Ann is to research the cost to advertise and to increase our membership level.
Tim is to write up an advertisement for us to submat.

ACTION ITEM: Ann Huffman and Tim Thompson




4. Newsletter Update

Tim requests the BOD send in their articles soon. He is looking for more articles and pictures. He does
not have a printer vet for the newsletter. He is to call Gary Berg about past cost breakouts and look for
ways to cut the cost. Several members have requested only 1 copy per houschold. Tim needs the deadline
date for the newsletter's mailing. He does not have a mailing date as of now.,

ACTION ITEM: TIM THOMPSON AND ENTIRE BOD

5. DO IT 2005 committee update by Tom Calderwood

The sites in Primm, NV, Mesquite, NV, Laughlin, NV and Lake Havasu City are being considered.
Rob would like to find a permanent home for all future DO IT's,

There is no progress to report. Many of the sites are too close to highways or too primitive.

6. Commercial sponsorship for WWEB 17
Greg Adler now has the list of Lake Havasu City city hall contacts.

7. Mew Business

a. Tom Calderwood, as WPA VP, iz the coordinator between WPA and our web site. This includes
all forms, ads, and web links appearing on the web.

b. Our ATF&E license will need to be renewed in late summer.

Meeting was adjourned at 9:35
Motion by Rita Oesterle; Seconded by RUSS LAURIE

Respectfully submitted,
Rita Oesterle, WPA Secretary
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Information Regarding the CPSC Action against Firefox
By Tom Hande] with John Sicinberg

This article is from the Jannary issue of American Fireworks News, a leading fireworks industry publication. They have
generously given us permission 10 make i available here. A serious situation, which has been developing over the past year,
has now reached a stage where action by - and a specific response from - our community of hobbyist pyros are necessary.

In our considered opinion, this Consumer Products Safety Commission (CPSC) action constitutes the single greatest threat o
amateur pyrotechnic manufacture we have ever faced and is an action that conld well, for all practical purposes, end hobbyist
pyrotechnics, as we currently know it

The Facts

On Monday, 29 November 2004, the CPSC served Gary and Diane Purrington of Firefox with a Complaint for Injunction, the
terms of which demand certain constraints on Firefox sales of pyrotechnic chemicals. The details are below, but in summary, it
forbids or very severely limits sale of all commen oxidizers and many common pyrotechnic fuels w anyone who does not hold
o BATFE manufacturing license.

A few days later we had our winter Crackerjacks meeting. John Steinberg and [ had the pleasure to spend the day and dinner m
the company of a group of pyro notables from all over the couniry, as well as numerous Crackerjacks. The CPSC suit and
related issues were frequent topics of discussion throughout the day. In conversation it came up that Harry Gilliam had, earlber
that day, mformed John Steinberg that Pyrodek, a pyro chemicals and supplies dealer in Hallatead, PA, had already signed a
CPSC consent decree. As a direct result, it was alleged, Pyrotek is very likely to go out of business.

The next day | went to the Pyrotek web site (www.pyrotek.org) and had a look for myself. It would appear they are still in
business, but the pattern of chemicals which they now no longer sell (e.g.. any aluminum suitable for flash} and those that are
"ouf of stock™ bears an eerie resemblance 1o the CPSC list from the Firefox injunction az enumerated below, The
correspondence 15 not perfect, but ifs close,

The next shoe fell about 3:00 AM on Tuesday, 14 December when Harmy Gilliam at Skylighter received an un-announced visit
from two representatives of the CPSC. They spent about five hours with him, asking lots of questions about *flash kits™ and
“bromers,” and going through several boxes of Skvlighter’s sales records. They made copies of some materials to take away
with them for further stusy (or evidence),

What docs all this mean™

This is clearly a disaster for Firefox, but even more importantly, there are a 1ot of non-federally-licensed hobbyist pyros out
there legally manufacturimg freworks of various types who will be severely alfected ifthe CPEC s successful. Here's how it
wiorks,

'Spose I'm a whistle rocket fanatic and [ am not federally licensed. Assuming Pm over the age of 21 and can prove it, right now
I can go o my friendly neighborhood Firefor and legally bay as much Potassium Benzoate, Sodium Salicylate, red Iron Oxide,
Potassium Perchlorate, (and anything else | nead) as my pyro appetite requires and my pyro budget will allow. T can legally
preprocess these materials - mill, screen, weigh, and to a limited extent mix (5o long as oxidizers and fuels remain separate and
no pyrotechnically live material is created) - in my garage or basement o back yard. 1 can legally transpon these materials o
the site of a federally licensed manufacturer (say, the PG or a regional club). Given approprizte permission from the licensce,
1 can then, under his license, legally mix my pre-processed materials to create my whistle mix, a pyrotechnically live
composition (&n explosive, if you will). T can legally press my whistle rockets and fly them to my heart's content (given the
licensee W PA has the appropriste shooting permits),

Mow lets look at this scenario (and it is only one) after the CPSC action: Most of it remaing the same, but the eritical first step,
acquisition of the raw materials 1o pursue my hobby, has been rendered impossible. Firefox can only sell me one pound of
Potassium Perchlorate, Potassium Benzoate and Sodium Salicvlate per year. That isn™t many four-pound whistle rockers.
Fortunately, they can still sell me unlimited quantities of red Iron Oxide (rust) (that's a joke). Even with all the things 1 can still
legally do - processing and transporting materials, creating whistle mix at a licensed manufacturer’s facility, building and
shooting rockets - it is all for nothing since [ cannot legally acquire the necessary raw materials any more,

S0, you say, 100 bad for Firefox, but ring up old Harry at Skylighter and get vour materials from him instead. Or maybe that
Pyrotek outfit in Pennsylvania.

Well, Pyrotek seems 1o be “out of stock™ on Polassium Perchlorate (as well as many other things), And Skylighter, well, that



works for now, but the CPSC has already visited him, and given their historical, well documented and unrelenting war on
anything having to do with fireworks, it is, in our considered opinicn, inevitable that Harry will not be far behind Firefox and
Pyrotek if the CPSC is successful. Armed with the precedents established with Firefox (and perhaps Pyrotek), they will force
Skylighter to aceede w the same conditions,

But it gets much worse. Firefox has said (and 1 believe) that imposition of these restrictions will drive them out of the
pyro-chemicals-in-hobbyist-quantities business. There is not enough business available from BATFE-licensed hoblyist
manufacturers, to whom they can still sefl legally, to keep them afloat. (Non-hobbyist manufacturers doa't buy from Firefox
they o to Hummel-Croton or Service Chemical and buy their chemicals by the drum and pallet, not the pound.) The same
argument will apply to Pyrotek (perhaps already has) and Skylighter in tumn, and the result will be that there are no longer any
suppliers of any pyro chemicals in hobbyist quantities. Even though someone could legally sell me a pound of Potassium
Perchiorate and Sedium Salicylate a vear, there is no one in business any more whe will do so, Though oxidizers and metals
will be the big problem, we'll even be back to combing the drug store shelves and garden shops for such mundane materials
as sulfur,

So, you say, let's all just go get federally licensed and solve the problem that way.

Tt won't happen. Those in our communily who are not now federally licensed (the vast majority - most of Firefox's customers)
arc casual pyrotechnisis who do not carrently require & federal license to legally pursue their hobby (see above). For them the
hassles (.., storage magarzines/inspectionslogs), expense and difficulty of acquiring and maintaining & foderal license are
either impaossible to deal with ar simply not woeth it. The ranks of hobbyists will diminish (as the CPSC grins with glec), and
the market for even the chemicals that Firefox could still legally sell will diminish even maore.

In a cmel example of o feedback mechanism, the foreseeable unavailability of any pyro chemicals m hoblyist quantitics from
anywhere acts as an additional deterrent to those currently unlicensed hobbyists who might decide to pursue licensure. Why
bather il vou won't be able to get your chemicals and supplies anyway?

In a final double-reverse-whammy-gotcha, (pointed out to me by one of my collesgues in the Florida club) those few
remaining licensed hobbyists lefl standing once the dust from the CPSC vs, our vendors fight setiles will soon find themselves
without any licensed, permitted, and insured events left at which they can make and shoot the things they like to manufacture,
This is because many pyro club members that aren’t licensed will quit the pyro clubs in droves, and without their dues how do
the pyro clubs meet the exorbitant cost of insurance?

Pretty picture, ¢h? This is our future if we don't act.
What is being done?

This must be stopped now, This is not about Firefox, it is about the survival of our hobby, but Firefox is the proverbial canary
in the coalmine. If they fall, the likely path from there is all too clear. A legal team, John Brooke and Doug Mawhorr of
Muncie, Indiana, has been assembled and they have been asked by the Purringions to notify the CPSC that the case will
proceed to litigation. Doug Mawhor has provided an initial review and opinion of the legal ramifications of this case which is
printed elsewhere in this issue of AFM.

What is needed now is money to support their defense and perhaps ultimately the defense of our other vendars,

No matier what happens from here on out, the one incontestably useful thing we can do now is to accumulate as large a war
chest as possible. Whether the case procseds to litigation, which seems very likely, or settles, competent legal representation
and hired cxpert help are bath indispensable and expensive. It remains remotely possible that the sccumulation of & truly huge
war chest (like multiple six figures) on our part could help prompt the CPSC to negotiate a setilement. I this case does
proceed to litigation, the legal fees will skyrocket, Summary: Building the war chest is the most constructive thing we can do
right now and it will be needed in almost any conceivable scenario.

Any individual or organization can write a check in any amount they can afford to The Fireworks Foundation. Since the
Fireworks Foundation isa 501.c (3), vour contribution is tax deductible 40 long as you do not DIRECT the Foundation on

how to use the monies. 1f vou would like your donation to be tax-deductible, you may write on your check (in the Memo section)
"For the Chemical Defense Fund or other purposes as required " That way you are nod strictly telling the Foundation how 10 wse
the money. If you don't care about tax deductibility, you can write {in the Meme section) "For the Chemical Defense Fund®™ i
which case the Foundation will be bound to use your money for that parpose.



| Editor's note: Donations can also be made electronically via the Fireworks Foundation websile at wu w.fireworksfoundation,com.
Checks should be payable 10 "The Fireworks Foundation™ and mailed toc

Mike Swasher
Treasurer-Fireworks Foundation
14511 Olinda Blvd. W
Stillwater, Minnesods 55082

[hank you for listening and considering,

Tom Handel

121 VI PGl

Proud member of Crackerjacks, FPAG, WA,

John Stetnberg
Immediate Past-President, POl

Prowd Member of the CrackerJacks, the WPA, FPAG, the NWPAAA, and the Canadian Fireworks Association
Honaorary Member: MPAG, NHPA, CPA

Remember, this affects all of us. When you see the donation locations at
our events, please take a moment and contribute to the cause!




‘Wetter Water Blast
Greg Dandurand
Soppy skies above
Fiery colors fiy high
Cheers dry the Faithful

1 know opening this article with a haiku is unusual, but | considered submitting a series of photos with me in a tutw, explaining
WWB 16 through the medium of interpretive dance, Mot wanting to be the first member of the WPA drummed out on a ol
charge, 1 humbly submit the following:

| was awakened in my humble abode 1o the sounds of clanging and banging in my kitchen. 1rushed out to find two fellow pyros
plaving with various items from under the sink, trying 1o mix up an imprompid display before we left for Lake Havasu Ciry. I
handed them a screwdriver and pointed to the nearest electrical outlet. 1 knew that would keep them busy for a while. 1 set about
getting ready to leave, The chatter on the WPA list about the weather flashed before my eves as | loaded the trunk of my car with

a raincoat, two ponchos, and a plastic tarp. Hindsight being 20720, 1 should have thrown in a cance. The 3-hour ride was unusually
quiet, with the faint smell of singed hair hanging in the air (good call on the screwdriver mck). Arriving at the Ramada, we checked
in and found our room, Perfect, less than 75 steps from the Havasu room.

We then went to SARA Park to get our credentials and see how set-up was going. Rita Oesterle was there 1o great us, her efficient
staff ably handing out badges and parking passes. Flipping through the official program, [ thought it was strange that below the
general conduct and safiety rules, beneath the big waming on being under the influence of alcohal on the site, there was an
advertisement for a neighborhood bar, At least it was a place to go afier being finished on site. Next to the registration booth,
Frances Marquez had set up a small table advertising the pyre job opportunitics at Disneyland. After reading the grooming
requirements, [ knew it would be uscless to apply.

Wandering around the site, everything was where it should be, no big changes from years past. Running into several people
(figuratively), comments were made about the chances of rain. | tried to keep a positive spin on things, commenting that the rain
would keep the dust down. | can now say we absolutely did not have a dust problemn that weekend. The white Class “C" tent was
the center of activity in the pyro circus. A large forklift was straining under its boad of goodies, its forks cradling a pallet of
fireworks like an elephant’s tusks would move the cotton candy machine into the Big Top of years gone by,

I checked with my Class “B" vendor to make sure my order had arrived, 1 like the fact that we were able to order and shoot Class
“I" under the chub’s license. | hope this practice will continue for future DO-ITs and WWBs. | know the paperwork at the magazines
seem to run smoathly. At mo time over the weekend did | have any problem accessing my product. 1 just hope the paperwork on the
club officers 15 nol overwhelming.

The staff RV park was in place, | know some people had been on site for two or three days before the event started to co-ordinate
setup. 1 know 1 sound like a broken record, butl we, as club members can never thank all the volunteers enough for all they do. The
club would cease to exist without these who give up large chunks of their time to make our events run smoothly. At the afterglows,
Frances gave out some cool schwag for giving of your time to volunieer.

The rain did come. but it was so consistent, | couldnt say one night was better than the others. | helped a friend set up a demao. It was
raining so hard on us under the pop-ups on Friday, the head pyro called off the demo until Saterday night. This was about 2 pm. We
secured the product, coordinated a new time for the next day, and left the site. Fighting the slick roads back into town, we regrouped
at a local watering hole and planned our attack for the following aftemoon. After several adult beverages, the rain stopped and the
sun shone, giving us a beautiful afiemoon. The head pyro held his head in his hands, bemoaning the fact that he called off the demao
prematurely. Someone joked that we could probably return to the site and finish set-up since we were only drinking beer and not the
hiawrd stuff. That did not go over well, 5o it was suggested that we immediately do some shots and waich the sunset. The next davy,
things went as planned, and though it rained sieadily until show time, we shot a demo that the crowd loved.

The demos and shows went off in spite of the rain. There were some technical glitches here and there, but | don't think it detracied
from the overall mood of the event. They were all well received by the crowds. 1 don't want to single cut any one show or demo as
being better than another, as 1 might run for an office years down the road and need 10 maintain my political viability. First the WPA,
than the state of California! Arold proved anyone can do it. Plus now it is May, more than 2 1% months after WWH.

I spent some time down at the “B” line working safety, shooting product, and just hanging out. The rockel line scemed to be humming
along presty well, too, 1 just didn't spend much time there. (1t's safer to waich the ones tht don’t work from a distance.) [ do enjoy the
resourcefislness of folks a1 the WPA. Wandering down to the “B"” line during one particularly heavy down pour, | found a group of
individuals disassembling some racks to build an ark. While discussions raged over the length of a cubit, some people went 10 the “C"
tent to obiain two of every type of product, so fiture generations would have pyro. After further debate, the whole idea was dropped
after someone complained about dark sky.



The rain played hell in the class “C" tent. Tt was interesting to watch the river flow through and around all the vendor tables. | don't
know if the rain helped of lur the vendors. Everyens hamg out in the tent, waiting for lulls in the weather.

The other place to be was at the afterglows in the Havasu Room at the Ramada. Reuniting with club members scen oaly ence or twice
a year was great. [t was more than a bunch of people downing fermented hops. Wi became one, slowly linking karmas and hatching
|:||.|:.{5 and ideas. Many impartant topics were covered, especially by the late, late crowd. | was in deep discussion with a senior board
member fir a while. We talked sbout Art, Cliff, Bob, Wade, Doug, Herb, Rose, and Pete. None of these people are members, bat it
was an important conversation, In true camaraderie and with a positive can-do attitude, the [ate night crew came together when
presented with an opportunity 1o go to Las Vegas. Phone calls were made and it looked like we would get a helicopter to land in the
parking lot of the Ramada to take us 1o an unnamed casine in Vegas. We could gamble for a while, then return in time for the WPA
business meeting in the moming. A few snags presented themseives, and it changed to a couple of limos, That morphed into some
vans to Laughlin, When that spiraled down into a couple of Big Wheels and a go-cart, The item was tabled until next year, when
some preplanning will make it happen. Even an imprompiu toga party rally at the last minute couldn’t save this project.

The next moming ai the business mecting was a litte foggy. Amn Huffman was elected treasurer. Thank you Alicia for you hard work
Rita was re-clected to secretary, | think, and we have a new vice president (I took a nap). I'm sure the officers will cover board
business in great detail in their respective columns. Sorry about that, but writing this article 2 % months later is not the best idea.

Sunday night was clean out the magzine night. It was great to be with the safety crew as they lit all the leftovers al once
{thanks Randy). [t was its own little show. No one has a name for it, so [ christen thee HELLFIRE! WWB 16 was over too soon.
Mo major problems were encountered, and hopefully everyone made it back to work OK. Lake Havasu City makes us feel weloome

CVETY VEar.

Mavhe next vear they can work on the weather,

I know Bill M. loves to do pyro, but this is Can you say fwoososoomp?
taking it to a whole new level.

B A Pt e

The rain was heavy during WWEB XVI. However true thump junkies ever let a little water dampen their spirits:
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My Wet and Wild Winterblast Experience
And the making of “Keepers of the Flame™
By Tyler Norman

I really wanted to join the WPA in 2003, but I couldn’t have made it to Havasu that year due to scheduling conflicts with the

family. I"ve been fascinated with fireworks my whole life. I can remember going to see my first fireworks show back in 1983,

1 was four years old. It was a small lintle 4th of July show at the local high school, with nothing bigger than a 57 shell in the program.
Wevertheless, my virgin eyes had never beheld the beauty of fireworks before, and 1 was immediately overcome with fascination by
these things. | had to know more about them.

My Friend since pre-school, Jeffrey Olmstead, began telling me stories in grade-school about all the great fireworks fun he had at his
aunt’s ranch in Nevada, | knew that someday | had to get in on this fireworks thing. As the years pagsed, I watched show after show,
wishing | could get behind that yellow tape and sce just what these men behind the scenes seemed to be hiding from the general public.
After seeing many a terrific fireworks show at Angel S1adium in Ansheim (or whatever they're calling the place this week), my desire
to one day shoot off my own shows only grew stronger within me. As 1 told mare and more people about this, [ started 1o feel like lintle
Ralphie in “A Christmas Story” being todd by everyone, “You'll shoot your eye oat, kid™

Inn 2003 1 decided 1 was finally going 1o do something abour this, I was going 10 join the WPA, after hearing about these things called
fireworks conventions on various websites, Unforiumately for me, there were scheduling conflicts with my family for President’s Day
Weekend, and so Winterblast was out. Membership would have to wail until 2004,

Ag a film stedent, [ began toving with the idea of doing a movie about people going to a fireworks comvention, At first T was going to
have Actors involved, and have these fictitious characters in the movie participating in the actual convention. I jockeyed around with
this idea for @ while, until 1 began 1o realize this concept was unfeasible in the immediate future. Thus were the beginnings of “Keepers
of the Flame”, & documentary film showing the true character of pyrotechnicians as they just be themselves.

I was so happy when February 2005 finally rolled around. 1 could barely contamn myself, [ was so excited that | was finally going o
shoot off some professional fireworks. Just a few weeks carlier [ had come into possession of a brand new Sony HDR-FX1 video
camera, the first compact HDTV camera to hit the market. The prospect of submitting my film to the 2006 Newport Beach Film
Festival became more plausible wath the advent of this high-resolution video format at my disposal,

1 ardered this assortment of 72 3-inch shells from Wolverine West, along with a package of 24 5-inch shells. 1 had never been 1o a
Winter Blast before, so 1 wasn 't entirely sure how it would all go down. [ was assuming that “Open B Shooting™ meant that each
person got their own linle cluster of mortars and set up their own linle show. Obviously, knowing how it works now, and realizing
how puny a 3-inch shell break is, I'm planning to only shoot 5 inches and above next year, with slightly fewer shells.

The first night of open shooting was crary. | barely started getting my shells off the ground when it suddenly began POURING
RAIN. Here we were, helmets and goggles on, running around in this monsoon-like rain with explosions all around us, | realized,
this must have been what Vietnam was like. Only without people dying. Everybody was running like hell for the Class C tent for
cover, and by the time 1 got there | was drenched. The C Tent was absolutely flooded. There was water flowing across the fleer,

so there was really nowhere to sit down. | had spent so much time with the Lantis crew filming thear setup and doing interviews the
day before, that my only real thought was, *1 hope it stops mining for the big show”. As [ leok outside into the downpour, 1 see that
there are still people out there at the C lines shooting stuff off against the rain and lightning. It was like these people were duking it
out with God over who's got the better fireworks. This is when [ really began to realize the true extent of the devotion some people
have 1o pyrotechnics.



Sure encugh, after about & half hour of tormential downpour, W BET CWS Over the loudspeakers that the NOAA weather band has
reported a clear-up for at least the next 45 minules. Thank God for that. I was worried that | was going to have all this setup and
interview footage with no pay-off. At this point I am mare freezing that I've ever been in my life, though it’s only 6l degrees

out. 1am absolutely soaked wo the bone. The show began, and [ started rollimg the tape. Unfortunately the rain had knocked oul

o number of the electric rails used to fire the show, and it was left with awlkward pauses throughout it. Bt the parts of the show that
did fire were impressive, 1 had my footage

After the show, Bill Zuber fired his “wall of fire”, and I remember how good those two geconds of heat feit. That naght, 1 =atm
the hot shower until the water heater ran out. What a crazy night this was. It was an experience "Il remember for the rest af my life.

The next night was great. No sign of rain, just 1s and our firewaeks. In fact, for a good part of Open Shooting, [ had one of the entire
shooting lines to myself. It was fireworks heaven, The night ended as we all sat down and watched the final public display from the B
lines. then headed on down to the final Afterglow. 1 looked back over the last few days, realizing | taken & major step towards hife’s
dream; 1o fire a professional display. I am already saving money in anticipation of Winter Blast 17. 1"l definitely be back, this tme
with a bigger budget and bigger shells,




Bovenbor, 1966

FUBLISHED MONTFLY BY MATIMART, P.0. BOK 373, SOQUEL, CALIF. 92073

- ¥, P. Vapler Borck, Bliter ——mm8—

WHAT IS PYROIEMS? ia of this firsi shely
jssup, it's pot mmck, but as Thomas Alwva

Edison once asked, "What good 1z a nesbern
kaby 7"

We zro launshing PYRONERE in the hope of 1ta
becedng your pericdieal] You kmow who you
ATE = “Hﬂtmﬂ.%ﬂh
us who 1. eI .
mluu;’:bhu-hm =111 “heppen.
You like the loud bang, the cloud of smoke,
the flash of light, tha trail of

the colared flamep that regult.

gizple snsvers. We to aohieve a
*nocting of minda™ in these pages, and
you can bhelp, either by sending us your

guaerticns o informstics you may wish
to ahare,

10 aur resders might
inelude the following:
—Immmi-:t-lﬂﬁﬂ:ﬁmh

aml the results you have bad,

= How you firgt became iokerested in
pyrotechnics,

= Especially good (or bad) resulis
you've hafd or Seen,

= How pasy (or herd) it is for you to
cbtain the nececsary chemdsals,

— Legal restristions on fireverks in
your town, county, or state,

== YNurber of fireworks displays in your
grea por year snd dates of amy up-
coedoy opes.

mhzmwmwm 1e
have something ask, tall, maap
- in touch with the editor (see

department) or MATIMART.

q
E
e ]
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VEAT KIND OF "FINE-DOUG" ARE TOUZ

The Dfaed Lhet =op sre readipg this cocpy of PINQICHS indicetes that you bmve more
“pap the uenal imterest in 4hings of 0 prrotechpde pature. We would like to hear
Prom you &0 40 how yoo fisst dewveleped an interest ip Tireworks ard wiat you have
done rhoat 14, Perhlmpes you were juit born wilh nostrils that fuvitehed at the
oder of bormed powder, lilke vour editer, and copdasted your first experimenta
forty yoars ago w'th the fezelmtirg crackers, fountains, rooan candles, spit—
devils, rociets, and salutes you bought with your pocket monsy from the bunting-
draped fireworks staods. Moybe, pow 1lut the sale of firewvorks la 1llegal in

80 many parts of owr coupiry, you just make a poial of atlendipg every profies-
sicmal fireworks display ithet ¢omes slepg., [oszibly you have chiained chemdcaln
and instructions and dlsccoversd the faseirslicn of "do-it-yourself™ firewarks.

While PYRONTHS is mainly slantedloward the latler group of amateur fireworkers,
we Teal that the cause of modern pyrotochmics can boot be advanced by exchange
of ideas, knowledge, and experiscce smong fireworks buffe of all categories,
fram rark ammieur to experianesd professiom]. Every pyrotechrist, vhether be
experimonts with firewerks sa a kobby or sarns his living by mepufsclurieg o
shootirg them, ia essertially an "amtia", in the sense of dedng what be likes
to do, and it is to all gsuch Yammteur firevarkers™ that FYROHEWS is dedicated!

Rseders in all these categordes vill be interested o koow that the editer, in
sollaboration with W. R, Vitkrow, has in prepearatico & book, TEE MAGIC OF FIFE-
WOFES, which will combie urfer cos cover fhe many interesting Tacets of pyro-
tochnios Ifrom early timos to modarn practicn, graduated sexperimecta
frax the simplest fouotains, perbes, and crackers to the construction of aerial
shell=s. We feel that sueh an additicon to the literature will £111 the gnp be-
tveen strietly historical bocks, such ma those of Brock, the "how to do 1t7
bocks of tvenly yeara ago, like Welngart, the technics]l opes, Davig, for ex-

and the only modern boek we know of, by Ellern, which deals wery little
with nsa of pyrotechnica for eoteriasirmant. Terget dnle for poblicatlon
iz sbout & Fear = look Lo fvture annoencemants.

Row, wbat are ygu doing? Do you Imve a Isbaratory, proving grounds, bhoooe—
made eqiipudn.? Do you shoot your own priwmts displaya? fre you perhaps a
licersed pyrotechrdist with some dlzpleys already comtracted for? We would like
to lish drtes an® locaticps of such dicplayo far cuough in adwvance for our
T a to take adventage of the iforrerticn.

Other itenmn of intorest to FIROUIEWS reacers would be ths firewerks regulations
in your city, counly, and state. These, of crurse, wiry widely, frem "me fire-
works" to "zafe and sanme", Lo "emything gowc", ard weld like to koow if you bave
encountered any problers in your own particular srea. We plan to devote futore
space to B discussion of the legsl aspects of axperimepticg with firewerks, which
is more or lsso a "groy® ares, depondirg on interpretation of the law. While
shipmext of Ciniehed Tireworks items to unlicenced persons iz generally perohib-
ited, this bap does not cover the meliling of fireworks ingredierts ard the infor-
mation on how 4o combire them, Perhaps oor attorney frienl who submitied the
Tirgt question ip our FINE MAY! department can send us more deteiledipfermaticn
from the law lib-ary for publication in FYROHEWS!

tein, we ars apricusly awveiting your letters about your oun activities, oo that
veo can slure them with our beny resders. This is YOURE FPERIODICAL.
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FIRE AWAX!

This dspartment of FYRDNEMS is belpg lpeuguorated as a "Question and Ansser®

in which we shall try to glve you the bost and Dost up-to-dates infeor-
mation in the field of pyrotachnics. Being what it im, this fisld i rether
pocrly and sparpoly covared im the evallseble literature, and, bedng the perfec—
tionists they are, smatenr firewcckers ars always seeking answers. Ws hope to
reconadle tha two in this departmert. Addrees your cusgtions to EDITOR, PIRONEWS,
£359 Wonde=1in fve., San Diesgo, Cal. 92114, and we will apsver as many as poccible
ip this coliMmn — SOTYF, W8 Aré Dol at nresent able to apswver letters individually.

QUESTION: 1 resently purchagsed a of your exoesllent Fireworks Mapmml [THE
MANTFACTURE OF FIFSEKFRS WITH AﬁWFﬁ:ﬂ am mopt ipberosteod in ex—
perimerting with the many items listed. I beve camged to csbtain all aof ithe Dec—
cesgary chemicals ... but have rup intoc & probler in obtaining paper for roman
camile and rockel casea. &b page 16 of the Manunl, you state timt ... "The cnly
suitable matoerinl is feather-edged stravboard."” I have contacted several retadl
paper suppliers, bubk none of them bheve cver heard of "strewbomyd®, feather-—siged or
otheruigo, Do bave they kBeard of "wasteboard®... Can vou give Bo sons dea of the
gemaral appessTance, weight, and Irportapt characteristics of the strawbosrd. o can
you suggest some poasible = = « SObhstitobe for this usad

ANSWER: 8ir, you are a vigtiz of terminology -—— past and « Wo are informed
by Mr. Lou Ellis of Fibreboard Paper Producta Corpaation ( las beoo in thsa paper
business Tor over twenty years) that wimt you should bave asked for, ipn place of
nytravboard”, was chisboard, & fairly stiff greyiabh paper similar to that uaed to
sack up writing tableuvs. Although chipboard is pot mvallablae in the feather—edged
variety, tirls is a requiresept not essential to rolling good cogsed. The only ad-
vaptags achieved iz a very smooth firml twn whan rolling the case, anl the resl
perfestionist can achiesve 1t by sanding the «dpe of the paper belcre rolling.

It must be remesbared that the oply Tooction of a came for rocketsz, canlles, gerbes,
0 foantaine i8 to sortain the birning Bixture withott bimweting, and thet thia kKnd
s cese can be msdo of many oaterislis, iocluding the paper this PIEORERS is pricted
sn, if properly rolled ard glued up apd dried! But we hope you will file this axd
:Iimnimrwm:MMutdmntMmﬂdpﬂwhrﬂurnulnﬂ-
[he lawy pyrotechnist will also find Mgy sources of pre-rolled tubes today by Just
Locking arcund, and save himself the trouble of "rolling bis own®. Just be suro
they core close to the dinensions indicated. ITn 1965, it still arcoupts to thisg -
the ooul of firgworks is experimeptation — with suldtabls precauntionsl

de bave oo mapy quostions at bard gorooroing products Donticoed in thefire—
sorks Mamml that we will sw=merize it thus: modern squivalent of streawboard
iz abipboard. Ask for Eraft paper by its oupn pame, alther in large rolls or in
wall packages — JtTs just plain brown wrapping paper. Manila paper is nearly
she same, only white io color. "Hardwere paper” is mow called construction paper,
o sk for it ot budlding aupply coeparien; if you are & perfecticpist in

ocket cases — but you dop't reelly oeed it to make & good rocket case. Tha
wmes, "ragbonrd®, Twasteéboard®, and Ppewsboard™, found im older [ireoworks liter—
iture, don't mean a thing in the retall trade todey, =0 don't bother to ask for

" (coxt inned)
- 3—
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¥
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(FIFE AHAY! — cookimued)

QUESTICH: fre the exfls of skyrockets choked with clay ar by orimplog? Ir the
latter, doss the case bave %o bo wot to accomplish +hie?

ARSVWER ﬁwmummudwnﬂmrmthmm of all roekets
fron one-ocunce sige (3/2" bars) up. dmller cases Tor squibe or serpents ara
choked by crimping while gtill wet, usding a guitable mechire or looping m sStrong
wire aroand Lmﬁ-nmmnﬂudwllimitﬂﬂtapinﬂamﬂwrnﬂ

or dowel inserted in the tube.

QUESTION: What size should the sapipdle be that is usad to keep thes center of
the rocket hollow? When this s removed, won't the powder fall fram the gides
wuith & slight jar?

AKSWER: The geperal proportions for rockets of all slaes sre as followss the
length of the inmtersmal charge is roughly eight times the bare, or interoal dla=
meter of the tube, and the spimile for forming the hollow center is one-third
of thig diametar, extenling into the caze 7/8 of 1ts length. Far smll one—
ounce rockets, mﬂamhwliﬂriﬁl,mchuamuqrthm
dimersions, but for larger sizes, it should taper alightly from the choke end
teoward the head of the rocket. Thia forms the propes cavity in the propelling
charge anl makes it easler to remcve the rocket from the spindle after ramming.

The remmed rocket powder is qﬂitﬁuﬂdﬂnﬁiiﬂhhumidMthmﬂth-
out crumbling er falling out of the case, an! the same applies to the dry clay
ured for the choke epd bead end. Both & tn:nd:ainqﬂupnnlutmte
insorporate goite solidly, and this will e avidenl to the experimsptex
when he tries rerming his own rockotGe.

QUESTION: How is the fone insarted in the skyrocket AT the center 1= bollowT

ANSHER: Itllimm-tdt}n'mghtmﬂmluunﬁh!dinplﬂhbq‘nﬂllﬂm
of paste called "primer” applied where it passan +hrough the bole. Thia is
nmpﬂalmimwmsnrhmpmdﬂuithanﬂlnqﬂ-urmw
otarch added, which, whon dry, m:thﬂlmnﬂﬂﬂimthmu
place and inminring Agoition of the rocket when « It should be used oven
in the smallest rockets, rather than depending on the gmall spurt of flama
from the fuse iteslf, which often Tails to light the propelling chargo.

QUESTION: I'm lockiog for o mixtures to form a pagte that will get hard, like
A household metch. This 1s to be set ofT with a batiery. A fine wire is ocl-
derod betueon two lead wires. When the cuxrent is applied, tha fine wire gels
white hot before burning 9p ... this sets off the pasta.

ANSWER: OSes our answer 4o the previcus question. Black powder primer is sn
excellept "firgt fire", as it igmites at = eomparatively low tesperature and
glvea a good ﬂpm-tufﬂ.ﬂutﬂnﬂmnﬂentnthﬂrntu-mﬁ:lm. You

will fig? it to werk very well for the purpose you describe.

We are sorry that space does oot permit repliss to the mamy otber ioteresting
gquesticrs we have received, but thia I1s omly o first issus of PTRONEWS. If
we skipped you this time, be sure to wateh futwra iscues]

L

.—lll'-—

From the way back machine comes the first known pyro newsletter! Take a
look at the issue date!!!
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#awdd FIREWORKS VIDEOS FOR SALE****

247, 2005 Western Winter Blast 2 hours. DVD 525.00 VHS 515.00
246, 2004 NFA EXPO Video. Has great new product for this vear. 6 hours. DVD 530,00 YVHS 320.00
#45. 2004 PGI CONVENTION Video. § hours. DVD 540.00 VHS §25.00

Send for Firework videos back to 1988,
Eldon Hershberger

15707 Allen Avenue

Belton, MO,

04012

goed 7 aol.com

everything but the fireworks™
800-552-3499

www.pyronovelties.com

Durahble Signs & Banners
Stock Fireworks T-Shirts & Caps
Pyro Crew Gear
Fireworks Staff Gear
New! Safety Crew Gear
Stock Stickers, Mugs, Key Rings, etc.
Best Pricing in the Industry for Placards
Popular Glow & “Light Up” Products
Custom Apparel & Promotional Products







Let our Experience Work for You!

®CSI

Cownlaerd Speryialiies irmsidond. .
v o e Frolorrs
Werepresent | o wof Lorsion, theely Jaakme Allen
swcter o offan U wasble wle prfers! Y Tarmarsh Villige. 01719

latwlity cosorrage I yom o S Wosnlbiafy, MM 0%

ol r.lll'lu-‘- sparariee onrmygh Tuad=uy Fan 457 S0% 000
by
We den't sell ormilicstes, we well Call, Write &r Fax Todayl
ruccwrer Prcwcw an caelited s
Wil Syrvermh Serper, B1H
Spaiy s, A, BB

W cater b Lirgw of sl Esviaiorh Toll Froe e S0 T
cwmpanies for geoeral labaling ¥ a15 areand
Proprem, oo, st and Cirge Fan 81% 200011
AT i s i vt s e e L

of combined experience

in the insurance industry

. o

You may tear this out or copy it and send it in for vour DOIT registration




The Western Pyrotechnic Association is pleased to present

Dwy It by the Biver 57
Cictober 6, 7, 8, 2003

Open to WPA members in good standing and their immediate families cnly.

Children 18 vears of age and older nmst be members of the WPA to attend thas event,
THIS FORM MUST BE AND RETURNED WITH FULL PAYMENT BY September 9, 2002
Registration fonms postmacked after fids date are considered lage or op-site
LALE OR QX.SITE REGISTRATIONS WILL YOI INCLUDE EVENT T-SHIRT

Member's Name Membership Number
Blermbers Addmasy

hiember’s Telephone Numbear

Member 1 E-podl Addsess

Member's T-Shert Size O aveqt T-Shirt is ineleded for the member.

Additional sharts ase avmbable ooy if pre-crdared and pre-paid by Sepiember 16, 2003,
Regivtration

hlember 550,00
Spouse | Life Partoer 5500
Children (6-17 yrm old) 510,00
Smdear hMember =% 52500
Site Clean Up Fee ™ S10.00

{Add 510.00 if intending to parhcipate in senunars)

R L R,

1000 Total registration §

Addidenal Shirts
5 x$16.00 =
M x516.00=
L x$1600=
XL x516.00 =
pow 1 8 x 51600 =
XXXL x 516,00 =

W A A A

Total shirt 5

Grand Total S

hiake check or momwy-order payable 1o the: Western Pyrotechnic Associvtion, and sl with thiz compluted form fo:

WEPA — Do It by the River Pleass lint aasmes ONLY IF ATIENMNDING THIS EVENT
P.O. Box 10116 Spouse [ Life Pariner
Canogn Park, CA 91309 Childres

Yoo mmst make your own hotel accommodations / reservations

The host hotel 5 The Raniada Inn. Call them direct at 800-528-5169 for registration.

We have secured special lower rates for our members for this event. Tell them you're with “Do It By The Fover™
as the mte code.

A WAIVER OF LIABILITY FORM WILL BE PROVIDED AT THE EVENT. THIS FORM MUST BE
SIGNED BY ALL PEOPLE ATTENDING OR ADMITTANCE TO THE EVENT WILL NOT BE ALLOWED.

s A Seaders Maembes is defined a5 o mehe b 15 ad 18 paars of ape. who b comeatly erseled 16 & peaimem of 12 collep en. Proof of
el ot ba provuded sch oobeinosa of ot fecE

sie 0 CT0 D0 chee g i mesr accompury wach pepeation fore. This Ses iy sefasdebie of don maenbar =il cha o s Clemced 1. 40 ol of 22
TR ESEADT 15 AL 2wy rn e comminer 1F e meeba lemved priior 5s B deoa, deis fen 2 facfaind AT Sefeited maney will Te oocabined sed didad

p eqey aowag Shows member whe mey m ke eod of dserp oo Sonday.
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Let our Experience Work for You!

®CSI

Cawnit s Syl ool

Freamare Finndors
Wi regreered [ iowd w0l Lowalon, thearly Jelmi Alles
emrer (o offnr =ue wodllwide preeral AU Tamars b Willae, 81189
SR e 5 PN Tusi] Frve: e 5908, 52
ﬂrmh"q.q'-*hrrlﬁhr h}\ ey Fax #1500 00840
Py rf":,.pr- \? ! Crarlag Bas e
f/ —

We dor't well cermlanes, we sl = Call, ¥Write or Fax Today!
intardy Proceme ane cacoclated 4 A
R ProvTes. T Fvee Dichivie Merlisa

- B Sywfieh Sy, T

Sowvans, UA NAES

W cater bo Lage or sl Esvercali SR W
vompapies lor geacrsl Dability. OCF 415 2ROm2
ploparty, indos, sutomasbdle and o Fas 415208003
wrThagEs iy e S e e

of combined experience
in the insurance industry

You may tear this out or copy it and send it in for your DOIT registration
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The Western Pyrotechnic Aszociation is pleased to present
Do It by the River &7
October 6, 7, 8, 2005
Cipen to WPA members in good standing and their mumediate famalies only,
Children 138 years of age and clder pmest be merhers of the WA to attend this event.
THIS FORM MUST BE COMPLETED AND RETUBNED WITH FULL PAYMENT BY September 9, 2005

Begistration forms postmarked after ths date are considered ate or on-site
LAIE OR QX.S[IE REGISTRATIONS WILL NQT INCLUDE EVENT T-SHIRT

hlember's Name Membership MNumber
Member's Address

hlemiber's Telephone MNumbar
Biember's E-mail Address
Bolember’s T-5kort Saze Ome event T-Short 15 mochedad for the mamber,

Additional shirts are available only if pre-ordered and pre-paid by Septamber 16, 2005.
Begistration
$30.00

Spousse | Life Partner 52500
Children (5-17 yrs old)  S10.00
Scudent Member ** $25.00
Site Clesm Up Fee *** 510,00

E

(Add 510,00 if intending to participate in seminars)

T U T Y A

10.00 Total registration §

Additdonal Shires

= 516,00 =
51500 =
51600 =
= 516,00 =
x $16.00 =
x 51600 =

W T T

5

M

L

XL
XL
3L Toinl shirts 3

=

Grand Total 5

Liaky chack or mossy-order pavables to the: Western Pyrotschode Association, and e weath s complated foom to:

WPA - Do It by the River Please list names ONLY IF ATTENDING THIS EVENT
P.0O. Box 10116 Spouse / Life Partner
Canoga Fark, CA 91309 Children

Yoo most make your own hotel nccommodations / reservations

The host hotel &5 The Ramada Inn, Call them diect ar 800-328-5162 for registration.

We have secured special lower rates for our members £or this event. Tell them you're wath “Do It By The Biver”™
a4 the pate code,

AWAIVER OF LIABILITY FORM WILL BE FROVIDED AT THE EVENT. THIS FORM MUST BE
SIGNED BY ALL PEOPLE ATTENDING OR ADMITTANCE TO THE EVENT WILL NOT BE ALLOWED.

= A Seee Mgsber b dafined i 2 meesber Seowaas 18 aed € v of ape, who b comessty esrolled 2 it of 13 callegr e Prood of
ecralimend mr be prorided with bt of dis fomm

=== A §10.040 clezn up fes oo accompemy each nepivacon farm. Ths fee iy refandalbibe if e mexbes il the wibe 15 cheaned 5, o all of the
S 18 P ) (e the comares I e mirsber Lt pooc to s T, S fee i focfeied. ATl focfeised oot will b aothoed axd dovidad
ep saally erasayg thars Eaaibay whe Fay 1o e aod of chem o2 Sy,
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